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DEDICATION. 

Jhire. 

Madam, 

AS on my reading the origi- 
nal of the following piece, 
you laid your commands on me 
to tranflate it for the far- 
ther juftification of the female 
fex^ I conceived no name fo pro- 
fa per 
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per as your's to uflier it into the 
world, but you, with that referve 
which, I muft fay, influences the 
whole tenor of your conduct, 
would only allow of putting the 
initial letter : the whole at full 
length, would, with fubmiflion, 
have ferved the caufe better, as 
jointly with Mrs. Rowe, and the 
MiiTes MinifFe, forming, if I may 
be allowed the expreflion, a pub- 
licly known Somerfetfhire qua- 
drumvirate, of females eminent 
for intellecfts; not to mention the 
fuperior qualities of the heart, 
thefe being not fo much the 
point in difpute. I fay publicly 
known, as otherwife, we can both 

depofc 
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depofe that our county, which 
we by no means pretend to exalt 
above the other parts of Britain, 
affords, amidft the fhades of pri- 
vacy, many females, whofe ta- 
lents and accomplifhments might 
confound all the rude obloquy 
thrown out againft your amiable 
fex ; characters fo fublime, fo en- 
dearing, fo complete in every re- 
lation of life, as to anfwer the 
following commendation which 
Adam gives to Raphael of his ad- 
mired Eve. 

So abfolute fhe feems^ 
And in herfelf compleat, fo well to know 
Her own, that what fhe wills to do or fay, 
Seems wifeft, virtuoufeft,difcreeteft, beft; 

Authorityi 
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and thefe difpofitions in you arc 
powerful incentives to a fuitable ; 
behaviour in us. The manners 
of women, I am in earneft, turn 
the fcale of the public manners. 
Without flattery, I look upon the 
declared patronage of the fair fex^ 
to be no flender bulwark to poli- 
tical liberty; and may they ever, 
perfevere in fuch generous fenti- 
ments I 

I am afraid I have drawn up a 
tedious dedication to you ; but I 
conclude with an humble, though 
not unreafonable requefl. It is, 
that as in compliance with your 
defire, I have appeared in print, 

which 



which to one fo fond of thc/a- 
lentisfemita vitte, cofts not a little, 
fhould I thereby incur the public 
derifion, I may find an afylum in 
the continuance, or rather in- 
creafe of your efteem and favour 
which will blunt the edge of all 
other vexations. 

I am. 

Madam 
Your moft humble Servant 

The Tranflator,. 



T\«; 



The Reader is defired kindly to cxcufe the fol- 

lowing Errata : 

Page 39. 1. iS. r. Simulations. 

^. 1. 7. r. Barclay's fufTrage. 

51. 1. 6. r. Brunchaut. 

58. 1* 8. r. parrots. 

59. 1. 16. r. tranquillity* 

64. 1. I. r. ManUus. 

65. 1. 2. r. Gaul. 

66. 1. 10. r. deliverance. Behold a 

89. 1. 3. r. I. 
102. 1. 6. r. pronounce the 

1. 8. r. vouchfafe. 
139. 1. 2. r. debility. 
160. 1. 7» r. Artamenes or 
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JDe FENCE of WOMEN, 



SECTION L 

TH E talk I now undertake is 
fomething arduous, and not 
without danger. It is not 
only againil the ignorant vulgar that 
I enter the lifts. To defend women 
in general is come to be the fame 
thing as to affront, and confequently, 
offend the generality of men, who 

B build 
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^ * 

' build the fuper-eminence of their fex 
on the contempt of the other. 

We have feen, in our time, fays a 
French author, what our fathers never 
would have imagined. We have feen 
Frenchmen take their pen in hand 
purely to propagate a contempt of 
women. 

Among our anceftors, perfons con- 
vifted of having fpoken ill of women, 
were not allowed to come into the 
public aflemblies, or to be prefent at 
tournaments, or if, they took fuch 
liberties, were ignominoufly turneid 
out. And this was not merely from 
humanity or gallantry, but it was a 
point of policy. They were perfuaded 
that the more women fee themfelves 

rclpefted^ 
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rcfpefted, the more they endeavour to 
4deferve refpeft ; that however a go- 
vernor may cultivate our underftand- 
ing, our temper receives its caft from 
women, at that age, when foft pro- 
penfities prompt us to offer them the 
firft fruits of our heart ; that many a 
one, diftinguilhed for the exertion of 
noble fentiments, would poffibly have 
had only a vulgar foul, had hot the de- 
lire of pleafing them awakened his felf- 
love. Theodoret believed Adam to 
have been naturally of a favage difpo- 
fition, but civilized by the amiable 
deportment and foothing blandifh- 
ments of his helpmate^ Evam libe- 
rajfe a belluina fmtate virum fuum 
Adam : i. e. Eve reclaimed her huf- 
Jpand Adam from his brutal ferocity. 

B4 In 
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Iti tkt jworal part of their compofi^ 
tiohj fay thofe ilinftatviral raikrs, women 
afe all vice, and their phyfical part is 
full of imperfeftions. The very name 
of woman is an abomination among 
the Tartars, never to be written or ut- 
tered : inftead of maiden or woman, 
they fay, a veiled^ mother of a fatnify. 
The hiftory of Tartierlah tells us, that 
meeting with the word woman in a 
letter to him from Bajazet, that mar- 
tial prince cried out with indignation : 
^^his mad fellow of a turk ! to mention 
fuch a polluted name in a letter to me ! 
But it is at their fhaUow inteliefts and 
the contrafted knowledge of women, 
that fuch ill-mannered mfilice chiefly 
points its batteries^ ^d 1, to overdrrow 
them, fhall, after a curfory vindica- 

* ^ tion 
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lion of the fex in other articles, dif- 
courfe more fully on their capacity for 
every fcience, and the moft fublin>^ 
parts of knowledge, adducing au- 
thentic examples in fupport of my 
aflertions. 

Mahomet, the falfe prophet, h^ 
excluded women froni that chimerical 
paradUie, which his debauched imagi- 
nation has planted for his followers*, 

B 3 and 

* The learned author, it feems, had imbibed 
the common miftake for fuch, the writer of the 
following paflage affirms it to be; and one bet- 
ter acquainted with the Turiciih principles and 
manners it will be difficult to find, — «* I af- 
«< furc you it is certainly falfe ; though com- 
«* monly believed in our parts of the world, that 
** Mahomet excludes women from any fharc 
'' in a future happy date* He was too much 



« 
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and makes all their felicity to confi^ 
in beholding, from without, the men 
wallowing in luxury and magnificenee 
within. Married women, to be fure> 

muft 

** a gentleman* and loved the fair fex too well, 
*' to ufe them fo barbarouily. On the con- 
•* trary, he promifes a very fine paradife to the 
•* Turfkifh women. He fays, indeed, that this 
paradife will be a feparate place from that 
of their huibands ; but I fancy the moft part 
** of them will not like it the worfe for that; 
•< and that the regret of this feparation will 
** not render their paradife the lefs agreeable.. 
** It remains to teU you, that the virtues which 
•* Mahomet requires of the women, to merit 
** the enjoyment of future happinefs, are not 
*' to live in fuch a manner as to become ufe- 
«« lefs to the world, but to employ themfelves 
** as much as poffibk, in making little muf- 
** fulmans. The virgins, who die virgins, and 
'* the widows who marry not again ^ dying ia 
** mortal fin, are excluded out of paradife : For 
" woman, fays he, not being capable to ma- 

** nage 
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muft account it no fmall part of that 
blilsful ftate of voluptuoufnefs, to fee 
their huibands in the arms of other 

B 4 women, 

^* nage the affurs of ftate, nor to fupport the 

^* fatigues of war, God has not ordered them 

'* to govern or reform the world; .but he has 

*' entrufted them with an office which is not 

** lefs honourable; even that of multiply- 

** ing the human race : and fuch as, out of 

** malice or lazinefs, do not make it their bu- 

^* (inefs to bear or to breed children, fulfil not 

'* the duty of their vocation, and rebel againil 

*^ the commands, of God. Here are maxims 

**.for you, prodigioufly contrary to thofe of 

*** your convents. What will become of youf 

'* faint Catharines, your faint Therefas, your 

*< faint Claras, and the whole, bead-roll of your 

'* holy virgins and widows ? who, if they are to 

" be judged by this fyftem of virtue, will be 

** found to have been infamous creatures, tliat 

** paiTed their lives in moft abominable liber- 

^* tinifm." Ladv M.W.M's Letters. Vo l. IH. 
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women, whom that vrfionaiy haisr 
feigned to be formed anei¥ for thofe 
graliifications. That fueh a ehimer* 
toirld ever gain cutdit in a great part 
of the world, is one of the moft pal- 
p^l^e tokens of inan's weakne^ and 
d^ravity. 

6ut to exclude wonlen from happi- 
nefs in the other world, or deny them 
the leaft fpark of merit in thift, feem» 
nearly tantamount ; yet how do the 
Very dregs of the people, men of the 
moft abandoned morab^ fpeak of the 
fcx as a common fewer of vice, folly, 
and %horance. They, indeed, find 
their contumelious railings fupported 
by farcafms and inveftives in books, 
A primitive father defines woman an 
animal that delights in finery. There 

was 
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Was a celebrated epigram among the 
Greeks, on Jupiter's being one dzy fo 
prOv^ed by Juno's freaks, that driv- 
ing her out of the empyreum, he kept 
her fufpended in the air for ibme time, 
and that in the interim of this chaf* 
tiiement, the preiumptuous Ixion em* 
braced^ inftead of the goddefs, that 
eloud, which produced the firit Cen- 
taurs. The fage rabbis keep up a 
tradition not very far from that fable, 
concerning the firft and moft confe- 
quential of all marriages. They re- 
late that Adam, his lovely Eve's tem- 
per not correfponding with her form, 
repudiated her for the fpace of a hun- 
dred and thirty years, but not being 
able to bear life without the pleafure- 
able commerce of women, he had 
one Maama and three other beautiful 

concubines. 
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concubines, and that his ifllie by them 
were called daemons. 

Many will fcarce allow that the fex 
affords one fingle good woman ; and 
in thofe whofe outward deportment 
fpeaks a conftellation of virtues with- 
in, it is conftrued defign and hypo- 
crify ; and a modeft countenance re- 
viled as the indication of a libidinous 
mind : 

Afpera fi vifa eft, rigidafque imitata 

Sabinas, 
Velle, fed ex alto diflimulare puta. 

She may feem a prude, and affeft 

the aufterity of a Sabine dame, but 

it is all a mafk.^ 

To 

• Two fmarter lines on this head, perhaps 
cannot be produced than the(e of Congreve. 

Women are like tricks done by flight of hand,. 
..Which to admire, you muft not underftand. 



To fuch infolent calumny the moll: 
fuitable return is contempt ahd indig- 
nation. It has been obferved, that not 
a few of thofe, who on all occafions 
give no quarter to the* fex, and paint 
them in the worft colours, are moft 
eameft in foliciting their favours. 
Euripides, who fo outrageoufly in- 
veighs againft women in his tragedies, 
was, according to Athaeneus and 
Stobeus, extremely addifted to them 
in private. On the ftage he r^d 
againft them, and idolized them in 
the chamber. Bocace, whofe lacivouf- 
nefs could fcarce be exceeded, wrote a 
virulent fatyr againft women, with the 
tide of Laberynto del amor : The 
MAZE OF LOVE. What could be his 
meaning in this? Perhaps, he was 
for palming it on the world as his red 

fentlmentj 
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fentiment, as a cloak to his turpitude. 
Perhaps, his brutiih gratifications had 
created fuch a fatiety and difguil, as 
made the whole fex appear to him all 
one loathfomci heap of defefts. It 
may likewife be from revenge, at 
having met with repulfes ^ for fuch 
men have been known, who give a 
woman a bad charaAer only becaufe 
|he would not ftain her virtue by com- 
plying with their d^fir^. Nay, this 
unjuft refentment has vented itfelf in 
worfe efFefts, a remarkable inftance 
of which is, the cataftrpphe of Mifs 
Douglas, an Irilh lady of extraordi- 
nary beauty, when one Mr. William 
Leout, incenfed at her rejefting his 
folicitations, accufed her of high- 
treafon; artd being convided on 
fubomed evidence, fhe was put to 

death. 
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death. Leout himfelf afterwai^ conl 
fefled the whole guilt. This is re- 
lated by La Mothe le Vayer. Opufh 

Sc€pt» 

I am far from denying that great 
crimes have been committed by wo- 
men ; but were we to rake into the 
^nedogy of their enormkies, how 
many fhould we find originally pro- 
ceeding from artful enticements and 
audadous purfuits of our fex. Let 
him who would have all women. good* 
&t about convorting ail men. Natu^ 
'has implanted modefty in them, as a 
itvi^ agatnft aU the batteries of i^ 
'petite ; and it is very feldom that the 
£rft breach in this fentce is made fpom 
^' yn thfe place. As for fome pat 
fa^s m tflie fcriptunes^ which feem lt> 
It i bear 
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besLV hard againft the women, they 
are undoubtedly to be underftood only 
of the wicked and perverfe, as un- 
queftionably fuch there are. And if 
levelled at the whole fex in common^ 
they afford no direft proof againft 
them, for the phyficians of fouls cry 
out againft women, as the phyficians 
of bodies do againft fruits ; good, ufe- 
ful and beautiful in themfelves, and 
noxious only by our frequent abufes. 
Befid*Sj every body knows the lati- 
^'tude allowed an orator in fetting forth 
a danger, when it is to avert the evil 
confequences. I call on thofe who 
pronounce women to be aftually more 
vicious than our own fex, to recon- 
cile fuch a charge with the church's 
giving them, in a particular manner^ 
the epithet of d^out^ What can they 

anfwer. 
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anfwer to fo many luminanes, no Ids 
eminent for parts than piety, who 
agree that more women wiU be faved 
than men, though the latter out num- 
ber the former ? Which they ground, 
as indeed it cannot be grounded oa 
any thing elfe,. on their having ob- 
ferved them to be more inclined to 
every work of piety. We muft turn 
our backs on common fenfe, or own, 
with Plutarch, that they have the fame 
virtues'as we -, and that the diflSnftion 
of fex, not refiding in the minds;*-, 
theirs is as capable of learning and 
ratiocination as thofe of men. A thou- 
fand families verify what is obferved 
in many plants and animals, that 
the female is preferable to the male. 
It is therefore a faying quite unworthy 
of Thucidides, That awomatfs greaufi 



tmmmdaiion is^ not to be fpoken ^ 
neither well nor iU. Aad Xeaophon*^ 
opinion is not much better, that, /or 
a marriage to be hap$y^ the bride Jbould 
i?ave feen or beard very little before 
fie <omes over the hride-groom* s threjh- 
cld'f that is, tie lefs Jhe knows of the 
ifvorld the better. 

Hei:e, methinks, adveriaries rife up 
<^ aU fides, aad ftua me with that 
Conyaaon, but fenfelefe cl^nour, that 
woasan are the cauie of all evil ; and 
in proof ef it, the very populace aic 
. conidiau^ roarkig out, CiAa mined 
iSjMin\ audi Eve ^ world. 

But 

^ This lady, daughter to count Julian go- 

vemoor oF<GetttBki Afiica, was called Florin- 

vvdaOdNL iiTOBg Imka iivcc4 by lUderig^, 

• -. Idng 
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Silt the former af&rtion is abfdiltelf 
falfe. Count Julian was the perfon 
who drew over the Moors into Spain^ 
without being in the leaft inftigated to 
it |3y his daughter, who did only (and 
can (he be blanied for that ? ) make 
known to her father the injury done to 
lier. Unhappy fex indeed ! if, on 
rcceiying the greateft injury, they muft 

C not 

king of Spun, acquainted her father with the 
t)utrage. He for fome time concealed his re^ 
ientment, till the Arabs having a powerful army 
in Africa^ he made ufe of that pretence for rer 
<qaefling the king's leave to go to his govern* 
ment. Accordingly, having got together hu 
fnoft valuable efFedby he went over to Ceata with 
his fpoufe. Soon after pretending that fhe was 
given over by the phyficians, he begged of the 
king to allow his daughter to come and pay 
her laft refpeds to her mother. Julian now fee* 
i^g hk Yfik and £unily fafe, cosununicated thit 

«baUii(i(ii^ 
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not be allowed the flender comfort of 
difclofing their convulfed minds to 
a father or a fpoufe ! They only who 
can go about fuch a brutifh attempt 
would wilh them under fuch a re- 
ftraint. Befides, if at any time the 
revenge has been exceflive, it is not 
the weak fuffering party who is to be 
blamed, but the executor of the ven* 

geance, 

ebullitions of his heart to Muza, the Arabiail 
general, engaging to make him mafter of all 
Spain if he would fupply him with forces. 
Muza immediately fent him 1 2,000 men, with 
which he landed and fubdued part of Spain, 
tnd brought in the Arabs, who compleated the 
conqueft. In commemoration of this fatal re- 
venge, Florinda became a common name for 
bitches, but never ufed as a chriftian name ; and 
her father falling under a fufpicion of holding 
intelligence with the Chriftians- againft the 
Arab«i "was put to death in the year 717. 
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geahcc, and the author of the crime, 
which gave occafion to it ; fo that the 
whole guilt lies among men. 

The fecond inftance no more proves 
w^omen to be generally worfe than 
men, than as it proves angels to be 
generally worfe than women ; for, as 
Adam was inticed to fin by a woman, 
fo was woman inticed by an angel. 
"Who finned moft, whether Adam or 
•Eve, ftill remains a queftion, the fa- 
thers themfelves being divided about 
it. Indeed, what Cayetan alledges in 
tehalf of Eve, as impofed upon by 
a creature of much more exalted 
powjer3 and faculties than herfelf, is a 
circumftance not applicable to Adam, 
and, which muft be owned, no fmall 
'extenuation of her guilt. 

C « SECTION 
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SECTION IL 

TO proceed from the moral to 
the phyfical part, as more immediately 
relative to our prefent purpofe, the 
preference of the robuft fex to the 
delicate, fex is accounted, beyond all 
queftion, as felf-evident. Great num- 
bers make no fcruple to call a 
woman an imperfeft, and even mon- 
ftrous animal ; and affirm, that nature, 
in generation, always intends a male, 
and that it is only from miftake or 
deficiency either. of the matter or the 
faculty, that a woman is produced. 

Excellent philofophers truly ! So 
nature intends its own deftrudion, as 
without the concurrence of both fexes, 
the ipecies cannot be maintained ; and 

human 
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human nature would, in this its capi- 
tal operation, fail as often asf it hits, 
the number of both fexes being in all 
countries very nearly equal.* And 
how can the formation of woman be 
attrilputed to a deficiency "or defeft in 
the matter and faculty they being ge- 
nerally iflue of fathers, who, befides the 
vigour of age, are generally fan- 
guine, vegete, and robuft? Had 
man preferved his original innocence, 
^s then there would have been none of 
thefe fuppofed deficiencies, would 
there likewife have been no women 
engendered, no propagation of the 
human fpecies? 

C 3 I know 

• • Moft political arithmeticians, allow about 
18 males, to 17 females, as a furplus to balance 
the expences of war, the fea, and otlier dan* 
gers which fall to man's lot. 
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*I know that a certain writer, rathipF. 
than lay afide his declared fpleeli 
againft the other fex, has digefted 
that abfurdity, grofs as it is. This 
was Almaricus, a doftor at Paris in. 
the twelfth century, who, among 
other errors, advances, that had the 
ftate of innocence continued, every: 
individual of our fpecies would have 
come into exiftence a complete man ^ 
and that God would have created them 
by himfelf, as he created Adam, 

This Almaric was fuch a blind im- 
plicit follower of Ariftotle, that all, 
or the greater part of his errors, were 
confequences which he drew from the 
doftrines of that philofopher ; for find- 
ing Ariftotle intimating, and not only 
in one part of his works, that woman 






>" 
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is a defeftive animal, and the genera- 
tion of her purely fortuitous and fo- 
reign from nature's intent, Almaricus 
infers, that there would have been no 
women in the ftate of innocence. 
Thus an error in phyfics is often pro- 
duftive of herefy in divinity. 

But this fubmiffive attachment of 
Almaricus to Ariftotle proved an ugly 
affair to both : for Almaric's errors 
were condemned in a council at Paris, 
held in the year 1209 -, and the fame 
council prohibited the reading of Ari- 
ftotle's books, pope Gregory IX . rati- 
fying the prohibition by bull. Almaric 
having been in his grave above a 
twelvemonth before his tenets under- 
went this public difgrace, his bones 
were digged up, and caft into a com- 
mon 
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uion fewer, or fome other place, little 
fit to be a receptacle for human ro; 



mains* 



We are not to be abfolutely fwayed 
by any doftor or doftors, however 
learned and knowing in other refpefts, 
who will affert the female fex to be de- 
ficient, many perfons of fenfe having, 
gone very deep into Almaricfs opinion, 
without running into his error. Ari- 
ftotle, cannot be doubted to have 
afted avery dilhonourable part againft 
woman, as not only expatiating ynth 
complacency on their phyfical defefts, 
but with ftill greater acrimony inveighs 
againft their morals, that one would 
be inclined to think him of a fri- 
gid complexion, and innate natural 
averfion from the fex 5 quite the ret^rfe. 

He 
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!He was not only a moll fond and tender 
hufband to both his wives (for it feems, 
he was twice married) but with the 
firft, called Pythais, daughter, or ac- 
according to others, niece of Hermias, 
tyrant of Aterneum-, he was fo en- 
amoured, that he even ofiered incence 
to her as a deity. He is mpreover, like- 
wife taxed with apaffion for a little fervant 
girl, which carried him to very indecent 
cxceiTes, though Plutarch will believe 
nothing of the matter; but here Theo- 
critas of Chios, author of a keen epi- 
gram ^ainft Arillotle, for his inven- 
tive leachery, is rather to be believed,' 
being cotemporary with Arillotle, 
whereas Plutarch, was much pollerior 
to him-, (othzt prince of pbilofopberSj 
may Hand for an inllance» that, as 
^we have faid above, acrimony againlt 

women, 

-i^ y/ 
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'tiromen, is often, and even generally 
accompanied with, if not proceeding 
from a licentious inclination to them* 

. From the fame phyfical error of re- 
yiling woman, as an imperfeft crea- 
ture, fprung another theological error,, 
combated by St. Auftin, in his C/Vjn 
^/Gody Book XXII. Chap. XFII and. 
of which, the Partifans, take upoa 
them to fay, that at the iiniverfal re- 
furreftion, this imperfeft work, will be n 
rendered perfeft, by a change of fex;. 
all the women, becoming men, grace 
being then to complete that w6rk» 
which nature had left, only as it were, 
rough hewn. 

This error, is a kin to that of the 
infatuated alchymifts, \v ho, from their 
maxim, that nature, in the produftion 

of 
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of metals, always inti -^ding the gen^P- 
ration of gold, it is only from a de- 
ficiency of the virtue, or faculty, that 
it falls fhort, and ftops in fome other 
metal, pretend that their fcience com- 
pletes the operation, and tranfmutes. 
into gold, what nature left iron. But 
after all, this error may be eafily borne 
with, as not affefting any article of 
faith, and becaufe, whatever becomes 
of nature's intention and the imaginary 
ability of fcience, gold is unqueftion- 
ably the moft noble metal, all o- 
ther, being of a quality much inferior; 
but, with regard to our queftion, the 
aflertion, that nature always intends 
the produftion of male, and, that in a 
female, its operation mifcarries, is ab^ 
folutely falfe, and, much more, that 
this aflertion, will be reftified, at the 
amivcrfal rcfurrciUon. 

SECTION 
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SECTION HI. 

Not that I approve the rant of 
Zacutus Lufitanus, who, in his intro- 
duftion to the treatifc de Morbis Mulie- 
rum^ advances feveralfar-fetch'dreafons 
for the phyfical fuperiority of women, 
when the argument might have been 
difcufled with others much more fpe- 
cious. But it is only an equality, and 
not their fuperiority, which I have ta* 
ken on myfelf to maintain. 

And, to begin with the three quali- 
ties, in which men feem to have a de- 
clared advantage over vfomtn^ ftrengtb, 
fortitude^ and prudencei omitting for 
the prefent, the underftanding, which 
ihall be treated of fejperately, and more 
in form. Were I to give up thofe qui- 
lities. Hill, an equivalent remains td 



womeii; with thofe mafculmc endoi^ 
ments, they can contraft beauty^ geih 
ilenefs^ and candour. 

Strength, which is a quality of the 
body, may be confidered, as counter* 
balanced by beauty, both being qust* 
iities of the body. Many will give 
the preference to the latter, and right- 
ly, were the. worth of qualities to be 
^ftimated, only by the pleafure of the 
^ye. But, as far as public utility, 
is to be preferred to a fenfitive grati- 
fication, fo far I think, ftrength is to 
be valued above beauty. To the 
ftrength of man, the world owes many 
cffential advantages, it is the bafis of 
tb^ three pillars of every ftate, war, 
agriculture, and mechanics. As to 
the beauty of women, I know of no real 

benefit 
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'benefit or advantage accruing from 1X4 
■unlefs by pure accident. Some, indeed, 
vilify it, as far from beneficial, being 
often the caufe of guilt and wretched- 
^efs, kindling inordinate defires, ex- 
•citing quarrels, and, bringing a load 
of cares, rieftriftions, and folicitudes 
5on thofe who have the keeping of it 

r But, this accufation is groundlefe^ 
•and proceeds from want of refleftion. 
.For, were all women ill-favoured, thof? 
.who had the feweft flaws would be as 
powerful attraftives, as the moft pi- 
-quant beauties in our days, and, conr 
fequently, would do the like mifchiefs; 

The leaft ugly of all the Grecian 

^dames would caufe a fecond Troy to 

be laid in afhes, no lefs than the 

beautiful 
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•beautiful Helena ; and one with n^ 
pretenfions to beauty would, in thf 
palace of a Rodrigo, as effeftually 
jprove the overthrow of Spain as th^ 
charawng La Caba. Inordinate paC- 
fions rage no lefs in countries where 
the women have no great fhare of 
Jbeauty, than in thofe where they 
are moft celebrated for allurenients ) 
icven in Mofcovy, which, for beau* 
xiful women, exceeds all the other 
ftates of Europe, incontinency, doe^ 
not run into thofe excefles fp flagranf 
in other countries ; and, for conjugal 
fidelity they are exemplary* - ^ 

. » 

Beauty, therefore, is not in itfelf 

* * . ■ » 

the caufe of the many evils imputed to 
it; yet, in the prefent queftion, ftrengthi 
has my fufirage. I account it a quay 
lity m^ch more valuable than beauty. 
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«nd, though men, may highly value 
themfelves in this relpeft, the women, 
are not without a reply; and for this 
they are forniflied with an aphorifin, 
received by many learned men, and, 
particularly, a whole celebrated fchool; 
which has decided the will to be a 
more noble faculty than the under- 
ftanding. Now this favours the fe- 
male caufe, for, though ftrength, as 
more valuable,' be preferred by the 
underilanding, beauty, as more amia« 
ble, has a greater fway over the will. 

To the quality of fortitude which 
dignifies men, may be oppofed that 
^entlenefs which fo highly recommends 
woman. But here let it be noticed, 
that I am not talking of thefe, or 
other qualities, confidered formally as 

virtucsi^ 



\ 
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iaftues, diey being phyfical, only as 
inherent, and emaning from the con- 
iUtution; which, originally, is neu- 
tral, either to good or bad ; and thus 
they may be better termed flexibility, 
or inflexibility of temper, than forti- 
tude or docility,, which are of moral 
origin^ 

I fhall be told, that the docility of 
women, is apt to degenerate into levity; 
and I anfwer, that the fortitude of 
men, is as near a kin to obftinacy. 
Firmnefs in good, I own to be often 
produftive of great benefits; but, it, 
will alfo be granted, that, obftinacy 
in evil, is the caufe of great mifchiefs. 
As to faying, that an invincible ad- 
herence to good or evil, belongs only 
to angels^ I anfwer^ that this is not 

D fo 
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fo very certaiq, as not to be denied 
by many great divines ; and many pioi- 
perties, which, in fuperior natures^ 
arife from their excellenqr, in inferior 
eflencess proceed from their imperfec- 
tion. Angels, according to the doftrlne 
of St. Thomas, the more perfeft they 
are, the fewer their modes of under- 
ftanding; whereas in men, a limitation 
of ideas is a defeft. In angels, ftudy 
would be a blemifh, and clog to their 
intellefts ; whereas, it enlightens and 
enlarges thofe of man» 

The prudence of man, is counter* 
balanced by the candour of women; 
though a greater value is due to the 
latter, as it would be evidently much 
better for mankind, that every indivi- 
dual were very candid, than very pru- 
dent 
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dent. Poets, in their piftures of the 
golden d^y defciibed men open, frank 
and fiiendly^ not a word of prudence 
and^^gocity. 

If it be ob^eded, that a great deal 
of what is called candour in woman^ 
is weaknels and indifcretion ; I repljr^ 
that not leis of man's vaunted pru-- 
fieilc^ is fraud, duplicity, and trea- 
chery, which is much worJfer Andy 
^ve^ tlutt indifcrcet franknefs of the 
heart, fometimes difclofing itfelf, with- 
out confulting realbn, is good, con- 
fidered as a mark or fign of the per- 
lbn*s difpofition. No body being ig- 
fiorant of his own vices, he who is 
cdnfcious of their multitude, or in- » 
famy, is careful to flop up every 
chink of his heart, againft the fnares 

D 2 of 
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f>jF curiofity. He who lives irreguIarT/ 
in his houfe, feldom leaves the door 
open for obfervation. CircumfpeAion^ 
though very compatible with good*- 
nefs, is the infeparable companion of 
inalignity, and, oh the other hand, he 
who readily difcharges his mind^ 
knows it to contain nothing which can 
^ve much offence. Thus, the can- 
dour of woman is always efteemabkf 
as a perfeftion, when agreeable to right 
reafon; and when otherwife^ as a 
good fign of inward purity. 

SECTION IV. 

Befides the good qualities before 
cxpreffed, muft be added to the fair- 
fex's account, modcfly, the moft beau* 
tiful, and moft excellent of all > and 

fo 
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lb congenial to woman,, as not to 
leave them, even in death, if Pliny 
Is to be credited ; who tells us, that 
the bodies of drowned men, float 
with tlieir face upward, and thofe of 
drowned women, downwards; vehti 
pudtn'i defunSlarum parcente naturay lib. 
y. cap. 1 7. Nature^ as it were^ fpare- 
ing the modefiy of womefty dying in this 
wanncTm 

Another philofopher being alked 
what colour moft became a woman's 
face, anfwered both wittily and tfuly, 
that of modefty; and, I really cfteem it^ 
one of the moil: amiable excellencies in 
the women, above themen, Modefty is a 
rampart thrown up by nature, between 
il^irtue and vice ; an ingenious French- 
icnan calls it, the JQvade of fine fouls, 

D 3 and 



I 3B 1 

mud the vifibk imprcfs of loituet 
^d Sl Barnard, enlar^g on its 
excellence, terms it, the gem of good 
manners, the flambeau of purity, the 
filler of continence, the guard of 
reputation, . the glory of Kfe, the feat 
of virtue, the penegyric of the temper,, 
and the enfignof every lovely quality 
(Serm. 86,. in Cant.) The fuUen 1)1- 
ogenes himfelf, calls it the tint of 
virtue ; it is in reality, the flrong re- 
doubt, covering the whole caflle of 
the foul, agjunft the batteries of vice^ 
and which, as Gregory Nazianfen fays, 
being once beaten down, or furrcn* 
dered, every wickednefs, makes its 
way in without refifl^cc. 

Pntinus exfirufofitbeunl mala cun^a pu(hri^^ 

The extinftion of modefty, is the 
inlet to every evil. 
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It will be faidy that fhamc is, to be 
fure» anexccUcntprefcrvation againft 
c^tvy^ard ads, but having no influence 
CI) the. inward affent and deliberations 
of the mind, the way ftill lies opea 
for vice to perpetrate its fchtmes 
through thofe inrifible aflaults, which 
are not to be kept oflf by tl^e fence of 
blufhing modefty : and, were it fo> . 
ftill is modefty a moft valuable pre- 
fervative, as preventing crimes with- 
out number, and all their fatal confe- 
quencesr But, on reflexion, it will 
appear to be a guard, if not entirely, 
yet, in a great mcafure, againft everj 
filentaud invifible irruptions, that they 
do not break out beyond the hidden 
rcceflfes of the foul : internal ftimi* 
Jations to vice, feldom obtruding 

D 4 on 
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on him, who does not foment them bjr 
commiffion; and this is yfhsit ftreng- 
thens vicious inclinations, fo as to 
ftrike their roots deep, and to be 
continually bringing forth pemidous 
fruit; without thefe, depravity may 
mdeed, infmuate ttfelf Into' l!!ie 
mind, but its ftay is Ihort, as that of a 
ftranger ; it takes tiQt up its abode, as 
one of the family, -and much leis, as 
mlfirefs of the houfe 



T • 
r 



The paflions, when kept at jfliort 
allowance, and apart from thofe ob* 
jefts which foment them, flag and 
carry on their operations but languidly, 
eipecially in perfons of delicate mo- 
defty. The intercourfe between the 
heart and the vifage, is fo open and 
ready, that they will watch over any 

fccret 
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Secret machinations carrying on in thi 
J)rivacy of the heart, left they ihould 
break forth to public view in the 
countenance. And, indeed, the la- 
tent motions, are continually betray- 
k^g themfelves on the cheeks, And 
there is no other way of forming con- 
jedhires on objeAs, invifible in them* 
felves, than by the hue of fhame^ 
and duis the fear, left the nK)vements 
of the foul be lead in the counter 
• nance, may, in woman, be a falutary 
check ^ainft the internal riiings ei- 
ther, of vokiptuoufiiefs, or malignity, 

'To the premifes, may be added^ 
that in many women, their modefty 
lias been fuch, as to ftand in awe of 
then- very felves. This height of mo- 
defty, fo excellently difcuffed by the 

molt 
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Bioft ingenious father Yeyr^s^ in ons 
•of his fermons^ i$ fo far from beiAg 
merely idle and imagifiary> as fpour 
low thou^ited minds pronounce^ isri)^ 
and powerfoUy prevails in thofe (rf 21 
more refined call. This Demctrku 
Phalereus. well, knew, when: inftruft^ 
ingtheyouthof At;hens, he tx>ld them; 
within, doorsy re^d: your fathccs; 
abroad, all who &e. you ^ and, whca 
alone, refpeft yourfelvcs* 



SECTION V. 

The endowments, which 1 have 
iOn evident grounds, attributed to wo- 
men, bdance. and perhaps furpafi 
the qualities which diftinguifh men, 
but, who fhall decide this prbcefii 
Were it my province, my vcrdift would 

be 
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be veiy concife, that the qualkies^ ill 
which women excel, tetid to make 
them better in thcmfelves, and the 
talents, in which men are fuperior, 
make them better, that is, more ufe- 
ftil to the public; but^ I bemg only 
a. council, mult not take on myfelf 
to afl: the judge; (o for the prefent^ 
die caufe mult remain undecided. 
And,, were L authorized, ftillj muft 
there be a farther heanog-vas men will 
not be wanting to reply, that the good 
qualities,, which I attribute to wonien» 
are common to both fexes. Granted; 
but, the qualities of men beinglikewife 
common tcrbQthfexcs,j:herefQre,jnottQ 
puzzle the qwitioji,. it will, bp neeef^ 
fary. to fpccify diflinftly, on the fide 
^feachfex^ thoie talents and qualities 
which are moft common tp it> and,, io 
ia-bigh degree, I grant, that there are 
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faien, who are docile, candid, and 
modeft; I add, that the blulh, which 
is a good fign in women, is ftill better 
in men, being expreffive, both of a 
quick fenfe, and a good dilpofition, 
as Barclay fays, more than once, m 
his Satyricon^ and the Barcla/s Sufier- 
age, all literati will dlow to be of 
weight ; and though, I do not affirm 
thet)luih, to be an infallible fign, yet» 
by what has come within the compals 
of my obfervation, little good is to be 
expeded from an audacious boy. 

In feveral individuals of our fex, I 
repeat it, are feen though lefe fre- 
quently, the amiable qualities which 
fliine in the other, but this by no means 
turns the fcale in our favour, and v^ 
counterpoized, by many women being 

eminenc 
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Imminent for thofe endowments. oS 
ivhich men value themfelves^ 



SECTION VL 

For eminence in political abilities, 
a thoufand princefles ftand on record. 
Never will be forgotten the firft wo- 
man, in whom hiftory begms to dif- 
perfe the obfcurity of fable, I mean 
Semiramis, who. though in her infancy 
fed by pigeons,, afterwards foared be- 
yond the flight of eagles, caufing not 
only her hereditary fubjefts left 
her by her hufband, to pay her an 
Implicit obedience, but likewife re- 
duced all the neighbouring nations 
to fubjeftion,. and even the mofi: re- 
mote; extending her cohquefts to 
fethopia on one fide, and on the other 
to Judea* Nor Artcmefia, Queen o€ 
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Caria, who not only prefcnrcd the 
moft affeftionatc attachment of that 
kingdom, during a long widowhood; 
but when attacked by the Rhodians, 
flie, by means of two very fingular 
ftratagems in two aftions, cut oflF the 
enemies troops-, and paffing without 
delay from the defenfive to the oflfen- 
five part, foon made a conqueft of 
that ifland, which a little before had 
attempted her dominions. Nor the 
two Alpafias, to whofe admirable cofi- 
• duft, Paricles,^ the hufband of one, en- 
tirely committed the government of 
his dominions; and Cyrus, fon of 
Darius Nothus, a gallant to the 
other, placed the like confidence in 
her abilities, and both to their great 
advantage. Nor the very pru- 
dent Phile> daughter ta Antipater,, 

whom 
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whom he ufcd to confuir, even When? 
a girl, and who afterwards refcued 
Tier fpoufe, the rafti and giddy Deme* 
trius, out c{ a thbufand difficulties. 
Neither the artful Livia, whofe fin- 
cfle^ feems to have got the better of 
all Auguftus's fagacity ; for had he 
known her, never would he have al- 
lowed her fuch an afcendency over 
him. Nor the contriving Agrippina^ 
whofe artifices proved fo deftruftive, 
both toTicrfelf and the world, all her 
thoughts concentrating, without re- 
gard to means, in raifingher fon Nero* 
to the throne. Neither the learned 
Amalafunta, who not only underftood 
the language of all the nations lubjedk 
to the Roman Empire, but prcfided 
over the ftate, during the tempeftuous 
minority of her fon Athalric, with 
iuch fteadine^ and prudence. 



I 48 J 

Neither (paffing over very many- 
others, and drawing nearer to our 
own time) will ever be forgotten^ 
Elizabeth, Queen of England, a wo^ 
man, in whofe compofition, the three 
graces and the three furies^ had an equal 
hand^ and whofe conduft as a fovereign; 
would be the perpetual admiration of 
Europe, had not her vices perverted 
her abilities, and her political cha*- 
rafter been ftained with the blood of 
the virtuous Mary, Queen of Scotland* 
Nor Catharine de Medicis, Queen- of 
France *, whofe lagacity in negocia- 

tions 

•A French author, however,.gives this fhockiag 
account of that political princefs. " She feemed 
'* formed to confound and defboy; her foul was 
•*.Hke a being infefted in Its very germ^ that 

•* grown 
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tiofls for maintaining the balance of 
the two clafhing parties of the Catho- 
lics and Calvinifts, and for prevent- 

£ ing 

^ grown up, it becomes a fcourge. A power 
•' without commctions, would have had no re- 
** lifh for her. Tempefts were her element, and 
** (he would have ilirred up diffentions in the 
** moft quiet and fubmiflive court ; but nothing 
** better unfolds the atrocity of her temper, than 
«* her manner of training up her children. One 
" of their common recreations was cock-fight- 
** ing, bull-baiting, dogs and other animals 
** fighting againft one another; and when there 
'< was to be any uncommon execution, ihe car- 
•* ried them thither; and to make them no lefi 
** libidinous than blood-thirfty, (he, from time 
*' to time, made little entertainments, where 
** her maids of honour, with their hair loofe, and 
** chaplets of flowers on their heads, ferved at 
** table half naked. It was this fame political 
•^* princefs, who chiefly planned and conduced 
-"-the jnaflacre of the Huguenots, commonly 

*' calk<i 
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ing the downfal of the crown, brings 
to mind the dexterity of rope-dancers, 
who, by their ready management of 
the two oppofite weights, keep them- 
felves fafe in their apparent dangerous 
fituation, to the no fmall entertain-i 
ment of the fpeftators. Eminent as 
the before mentioned princefles were, 
they would have been rivalled in the 
conduft of government by her Catho- 

Uc 

« 

** called the maflacre of Paris, though it was no 
*' lefs horrible in feveral other cities of the king- 
" dom, particularly at Lions ; and the common 
*' executioner of that city, defervcs honourable 
*' commemoration ; for the governor ordering 
«* him to go and difpatch fome who were in the 
" public prifons, he made anfwer, that he ntver 
•* did an]f bujine/sy hut in due form of law. Here, 
«< adds the author, the man, of all others, the 
<« vileft by profeffion, fhews more honour than 

« 

♦« a queen and all her council." 
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iic Majefly, Queen Ifabella, had fhe 
been a fovereign, as (he was a Queetk 
Inftances however were not wanting, 
in which fhe difplayed a confummate 
wifdom. And Laurance Beyerlink fays, 
in his panagyrlc on her, that there 
,was nothing great done in her time, 
which was not in part or totally owing 
to her : ^id magni in regno, fine ilia, 
imh nifi per illam fere gejlum eft ? The 
difcovery of the new world, that event 
fo glorious to Spain, would certainly 
never have been accomplilhed, had 
not Ifabella's magnanimity prevailed 
over Ferdinand's indolence and appre- 
henfions. 

Laftly, which is ftill preferable, it 
appears to me, though I do not pofi- 
lively aflert it, that, among the Queens 

E 2 who 
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who enjoyed a long reign, moft of 
them are celebrated in hiftory, as ex- 
cellent monarchs. But fuch is the un- 
happinefs of poor women, that againftfo 
many illuftrious examples, they are per- 
petually reproached with a Branehaut, 
a Fredegonde, the two Joannas of 
Naples, and a few others-, though 
the two former were fuperlatively 
wicked *, they were poffeffed of an 

uncommon capacity. 

Nor 

* Abbe Velly, in his hiftory of France, gives 
a different account of this princefs, Clotaire or- 
dered Brumehaut to be brought to him, at the 
head of the army, where loading her with in- 
veflive and accufations, as indecent, as i0 
grouned, the foldiery tumultuouily called ontf 
ihc deferved to die ; fhe was accordingly tortured 
for three days, and walked upon a camel all a- 
bout the camp, amidil every infult and indigo 
nity; then fliq was tied to the tail of a horfc, 

that 



C 53 ] 

Nor is the notion fo univerfal as is 
imagined, that the crown never fits 
well on a female head ; for Pliny tells 
us that in Meroe, an inland or penin- 
fula, as the moderns will have it, for- 
med by the Nile in Ethiopia, women 
' E 3 have 

that had never been broken, which dragged her 
over the flints, and amidft the thorns and briers, 
and foon tore ofFher fiefli j the remainder of her 
body, was committed to the flames and burned 
to aflies. Thus horribly died the confort of the 
greatefl monarch, who, till that time, had 
reigned over France, the defcendant, and mother 
of fo many kings ; that Queen, whom bifliop 
Fortunatus, makes the very pidlure ofbeauty, and 
the graces, whom Gregory of Tours fets forth 
as the model of decorum and virtue, of difcretion, 
and fweetnefs of temper, and whom St. Gregory 
the Pope, reprefents as continually employing 
herfelf in the fcveral duties of a pious Queen, a 
virtuous regent, and truly chriftian mother. 



t 54 1 

have conftantly fwayed the fceptfe for 
many years. Farther, Cornelius a 
lapide, fpeaking of the Queen of 
Sheba, who was one of them, is of 
opinion that her dominions extended 
a great way out of the circuit of Me- 
roe, and might comprehend all Ethi^ 
opia, grounding himfelf on the words 
of our Saviour, who calls her ^een 
of the South. So that, as may be feen 
in Thomas Cornelio, a certain author 
affirms the ifland or peninfula of 
Meroe, to be larger than Great-Bri- 
tain, and thus they were no petty 
Queens, even though their territories 
did not reach beyond Meroe. Ariftodc 
lib. II. Polit. bap. VII. fays, that 
among the Lacedemonians, the wo- 
men had a great fhare in the affairs of 
government 5 and this, in conformity 

to 



i 
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to the laws left them by their wife 
legiflator Lycurgus. 

Likewife in Borneo, a large ifland 
in the Indian Sea, women, according 

• 

to Mandeflo*s account in • the fecond 
volume of Olearius, hold the fo- 
vereignty as a natural right, whilfl: 
the grand prerogative of their hufbands 
is to fill the beft employments under 
them. The inhabitants of the ifland 
of Formofa, lying fouth of China,, 
have from experience, fuch a high 
cfteem, both of the conduft and piety 
of women, that to them alone is 
committed the facordotal office, with 
every thing appertaining to religion,, 
and even in politics, they are in fome 
meafure, equal to the fovereign, their 
opinion being reverently deferred to, 

E 4 as 
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as interpretors of the good pleafure 
of their deities. All parts indeed, af^ 
ford inftances of the value placed oiv 
women, and the regard paid to female 
nature. 

P. Beffon in his Syria Sanlfa^ fays, 
that the Syrian women, from a prin- 
ciple of difcretion, are very much 
inclined to filence, efpecially in 
public, being in this refpeft, like 
the Cigalas^ of which, only the male 
chirps. Another obfervation of his 
is, that the Kelbens, a feft of chri- 
ftians there, never eat of any female 
animal, though, whether this proceeds 
from refpeft, or averfion, may be a 
queftion. Among fruits, the fmall 
lemons, which are extremely four, are 
accounted males, the females, if 
Mefve's word may be taken, having 

nothing 
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nothing of that ftrong acidity. A la^ 
of the wife Solon, plainly fhews, that 
among animals, the females were 
kfs mifchievous than the males, al- 
lowing five drachms to him who killed 
a wolf, and only one for taking a 
ftie-wolf, as doing lefs harm. Meurfius 
in Solone. The Romans {o far prefer- 
red the ladies to men, that the officers 
of their magiftrates, who made every 
body clear the way for their more con- 
venient pafling along, durft not require 
any fuch thing of a woman •, and when 
with their huibands in a coach, thefe, 
fays Feftus, were, on their account, 
allowed to pafs by without alighting, 
which, otherwife, they would have 
been obliged to, as an eftabliftied 
mark of refpeft to magiftracy. It 
might, therefore, be imagined, that 

• 

It 
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it is only to ftrength, men owe the 
fuperiority we claim over the female 
fex, which fo generally yields to the 
other, either from prudence or other 
motives, that I lately read, in an ac- 
count of Guinea^ this droll obfcrvation, 
that it is an uftiverfal cuftom among 
all the Parroots there, for the female, 
in honour to the male, to place him 
on the right fide, flie, herfelf, {land- 
ing, as out of condefcending refpeflv. 
at the left. The Athenian philofo- 
pher, Leontius, however, Ihewed at 
his death, that he had a greater value- 
for his daughter Athanaisy than for 
all his fons, dividing his riches, which 
were very great, among them^ and 
giving only a hundred crowns to her, 
for this realbn, which afterwards ap- 
peared a kind of prophecy, that her 

merit 
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jiierit and fortune, would procure her 
ia good fettlement; and, in effeft, 
the Emprefs Pulcheria, had fuch an 
efteem for her, as to marry her to ha* 
fon Theodofius the younger, by the 
name of Eudoxia. 

The ufual praftice of nations, is, 
however, more agreeable to reafon, 
as correfpondent to the divine decree, 
iigmfied to our primitive mother, in 
Paradife, when fubjeftion to men w^ 
impofed on her, and all her daughters 
in her name ; only that refraftory im- 
patience with which people, often 
Ipurn at female government, when 
the public tranquility brings them 
under it, ftands in need of an amend- 
ment, as likewife that prepofterous 
conceit of our fex, by which, a weak 

child 
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child has been preferred for the fo-^ 
vereignty to an adult woman, and 
the Perfians, carried this partiality to 
fo ridiculous an excefs, that the wi- 
dow of one of their kings, being left 
pregnant, and the magi having, on a 
confultation, given it as their opinioni 
that the embrio was a male, they 
placed a crown on the queen's belly, 
and proclaimed the foetus king, giv- 
ing him the name of Sapor^ before he 
was born. 



SECTION VIL 

Thus far of political prudence, 
contenting ourfelves with a very few 
inftances, though multipliable to num- 
bers without end. It would be fuper- 
fluous to talk of domeftic prudence, 
when we every day fee houfes happy 

and 
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and decent under the management of 
women, and thrown into ruin and 
diforder by men. 

Proceed we now to courage, a qua- 
lity which men are pleafed to look on 
as the peculiar charafteriftic, as pecu- 
liar of their fex; and I will readily 
grant, that heaven has here given 
them the great portion, yet, not pe- 
culiar patrimony, from which the 
other fex are totally excluded. 

Not an age has palled in which 
many valiant women have not figna- 
lized themfelves; and, omitting the 
Heroines in fcripture, and the female 
martyrs to the gofpel, as exploits in 
which the divine help intervened in 
an efpecial manner, are not to be at- 
tributed 
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tributed to the fex's prowefs. Num- 
bers of women, eminent for fortitude 
and intrepidity, prefent themfelves in 
crowds to the memory. And with 
Semiramis, Artemifia, Thomyris and 
Zenobia, no lefs may be parallel- 
ed Arataphila, fpoufe to Nicoftratus, 
governor of Cyrenia, in Lybia, 
who immortalized herfelf, by a very 
extraordinary aflemblage of mental 
excellencies, the moft tender concern 
for her country, the moft daring va- 
lour, and the moft inventive addrefs. 
Having in order to free her country 
from thefavage tyranny of her huft)and, 
and revenge his firft wife, by whofe 
clandeftine death, he had made his 
way to her arms, put herfelf at the 
head of a confpiracy, fhe deprived Nico- 
tratus, both of the kingdom, and life.^ 

And 
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And Leander, brother to Nicoftratus, 
having fucceeded him, in his crown 
and beginning to imitate his cruelty, 
flie likewife, by joining addrefs to 
courage, rid her country of this fecond 
tyrant, and at length, crowned her 
patriotifm, by declining the fovereignty, 
which, in gratitude to her great fer- 
vices, performed with fuch rifque, the 
Cyreneans had offered to her ; Drip- 
ctina, daughter of the magnanimous 
Mithridates, and who could not be 
diverted from accompanying her fa- 
ther in all his dangerous expeditions, 
in the whole courfe of which, Ihe dif- 
playedthat ftrengthof body and mind, 
which may feem to have been prog- 
nofticated by the Angularity of being 
born with two rows of teeth ; and be- 
ing, after her father*s defeat, befieged 

by 
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by Manilas Rifcus, in a cafHe, whicli 
could not ftand a long defence, Ihe 
chofe to deprive herfelf of life, rather 
than yield to the confequences of cap- 
tivity. Clelia, who, having fallen in- 
to the hands of Porfenna, king of the 
Tufcans, found means by contrivance 
and labour, to break her prifon, and 
pafling the Tiber on horfe-back, while 
others fay, fhe fwam over, arrived 
fafely at Rome. Arria, fpoufe to Ce- 
cina Petus, who being engaged in 
Camillus's confpiracy againft the Em- 
peror Claudius, determined not to 
furvive him, and being admitted to 
Cecina, exhorted him to prevent the 
ignominy of a public execution. She 
herfelf, fet him the example, plung- 
ing a poniard into her breaft. Anep- 
ponina, who^ on account of her 

hufband 
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hufband Julius Sabinus, having in 
^al, taken on himfelf the title of 
Caefar, fuftained various tortures, ra- 
ther than anfwer the captious queftions 
put to her, and on Vefpafi^s order 
for putting her to death, (he, heroi- 
cally told him, that Ihe preferred it to 
the vexation of feeing the throne pof- 
fefled by one fo very unworthy of it. 

And, leaft it be thought, the more 
modern ^s do not afford more va- 
liant women, behold a maid of Orleans ! 
that pillar which fupported the totter- 
ing monarchy of France in its extre- 
mity, contrary to all appearance and 
expectation ; that the Englifh im- 
puted her exploits to infernal af 
fiftance, while the French extolled 
them as the confequences of a divine 

F impuUe^ 
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tiiipulfe, for in that univerfal confteiv 
nation of the foldiery and people, no* 
thing could fooner raife their de^ndi» 
ing minds, than woi4cing a perfua^ 
-fion that Heaven had declared itielf 
4)n their fide. A valiant and fpirited 
covmtry lais was introduced to th^ 
Jking, as the inftrument whom hea* 
ven, who feeth otherwife than man, 
chofe for his deliverance a Margaret 
of Denmark, who, in the 14th cen- 
tury, conquered in perfon the kingdom 
of Sweden, taking prifoner King 
Albert himfelf, that the authors of 
that age, called her the fecond Semi- 
ramis. Behold a MaruUa, born at 
Leon, an ifland in the Archipelago, 
who, when the Turks were befieging 
the citadel of Cochin, feeing her fa- 
ther 
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ther (lain, ran and fnatched up his 
(word, brandiflied it, and called to 
the garrifon to renew the aftion, and 
placing herfelf at the head of them, 
<:harged the enemy with fuch impetuo- 
fity, as not only to beat them back, 
but force the Pafcha Soliman to raife 
the fi^e : this valour, the Venetian 
governor recompenced with the choice 
of any officer in his whole army, and 
^ fuitable portion. Behold a Blanca 
de Roffi:, wife to Baptifta Porta, the 
patron officer, who, after expofing 
^erfelf with the greateft intrepedity, 
in the defence of the town of Baffano, 
the place being foon taken by treachery 
and her hulb^nd put to death, this 
lady, in the want of other means to 
withftand his brutality, threw herfelf 
out of a window •, but, after flie was 

F 2 cured 
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cured and recovered, poflibly againft 
her wilh, the barbarian gratified hk 
defire, by the combined force of his 
,flaves on which, (he put an end to her 
anguilhy and vindicated her conjugal 
fidelity, depriving herfelf of life in her 
hufband's vault, which fhe had caufed 
to be opened for that purpofe. Behold 
a Bonnaj a poor country damfel in 
the Valteline,. whom a Parmezan office 
of note, by name Pedro Brunoro^ 
happened to alight on tending iheep, 
and taken with her vivacity, made 
her his miftrefs ; but ftie, by her ami-^ 
able behaviour, foon made herfelf his 
wife, and continuing to accompany 
him as before, not only behaved on 
all occafions with the precipitate intri- 
pidity of a common foldier, but ac- 
quired fo complete a knowledge is the 

art 
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mt of war, that fev^ral cnterprizcs 
were committed to her conduft. Be- 
hold Amaria Pita^ that Galician he- 
roine, who, when the Engliih befieged 
Corunna, in the year 1589, and had 
even made a Ixxigement in the breach, 
and the defpairing garrifon were 
all for capitulating, this gallant 
woman, after reproaching our men 
in a paffionate ftile entirely fuited 
to their capacity and profeflion, 
fnatching a fword and target from a 
foldier, called out : Let tbofe who have 
n /park of honour follow me. She ar- 
dently flew towards the breach, and 
the foldiery catching the noble flame, 
ruftied on the Englifh, that after 
killing fifteen hundred of them, 
among whom was a brother of the 
lord Norris tbe-commander of the land 
forces, obliged them to raife the fiege. 

F 3 For 



lior, eager in the purfuit of prefer- 
ment or glory. Behold an Anne de 
Brux, a Fleming Virago, born in a 
village near Lifle, who, purely to pre- 
ferve her honour from the infults of 
the foldiery, entered into the army, 
where fhe ferved a confiderable time, 
and diftinguiihed herfelf in many 
warm anions, that fhe came to be a 
lieutenant, and when being afterwards 
taken prifoner by the French, Ihc 
difcovered her fex, the Marftial dc 
Senetterre offered her a company in 
the French fcrvice, which fhe declined, 
rather than ferve againft her natural 
fovereign; and having obtained her 
difcharge, fhe returned home, and 
ended her days in the tranquility of a 
convent. 

My 



My having hitherto omitted the 
Amazons, in whom this fubjeft is fo 
much interefted, was with a view to 
^ak of them feparately. Some au^ 
thors, indeed, deny the very exiftence 
of fuch females, contrary to many 
more, who are pofitive in the reality 
of it. All we can grant, is, that 
the real hiftory of the Amazons, has 
been adulterated with a grofs mixture 
of fable, as their killing all their 
male children, living totally feparate 
from the other fex, and going to them 
once a year, for the fake of propagation. 
And in the fame mint I imagine to 
have been coined their encounters, 
with Hercules and Thefeus, Penthe- 
fedlei, going to the afliftance of dif- 
trefled Troy, as likewife, perhaps, their 

Queen 
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Queen Thaleftris's vifit to Alexander ; 
fct^ I think k prefumptuous, to deny 
that there was in Afia, a formidable 
tribe of martial women, called by the 
name of Amazons, when the truth 
^f it is attefted by fo many reputable 
and ancient writers. And even, if 
this be denied, md we are deprived of 
our Afiatic Amazons, yet is not the 
glory of women eclipfed? The other 
three parts of the World, America, 
Africa, and Europe, afford other 
Amazons. In America, they were 
l(een by the Spaniards, marching, 
armed along the greateft river in the 
World, thcMaranon-, and, on account 
<)f that lingular phenomenon, they 
gave it the name, which it retains to 
this day •, the River of the Amazons. 
A province of the empire of Mono- 

motapa. 



T ■ 
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itv>tapa in Africa is chiefly inhabi* 
ted by fuch females, and they are faid 
to be the beft foldiers that prince has 
in all his v arious dominions *, though 
^ certain geogr^her of repute, makes 
the country inhabited by thefe war-like 
women, to be a diftinft ftate. 

* 

. If Europe affords no country 
with a military corps compofed of 
females, yet they, who on fome oc- 
cafion or other, have formed them- 
felves into a body, and defeated the 
enemies of their country, may be en- 
titled to the name of Amazons. Such 
were the women ofBeauyais,in France, 
who, on the day appointed for an af- 
lault, when that city w^ befieged by 
the Burgundians, in the year . 1472, 
putting themfelves under the com- 
mand 
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thand of Joan Hatchet, attacked and 
beat off the enemy. Hatchet, her-, 
felf, having thrown down from the 
wall a daring ojfBcer, who firft fixed 
the colours on it. Her fuccefsful cou-. 
rage, is to this day, commemorated 
in that city, by a yearly feftival, the. 
women in the proceffion, taking place 
of the men. Such were the female 
inliabitants of the Grecian iflands fa- 
mous for the viftory of Lepanto, as 
fought in an adjacent fea. The year 
before, the Turks having attacked the 
principal Ifland, the Venetian gover- 
nor and the far greater part of the 
men, were feized with fuch a pannic, 
that in the night time, they withdrew 
out of the ifland. The women remain- 
ing, being animated by a prieft na- 
med Antonio Rofoneo to defend the 
place, they efFcftually complied with 

his 
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-his exhortations, to the great honotar 
of their {ex> and the no lels difgrace 
of ours. 

The women, who put an end to 
life, by their own hands, are by no 
means adduced as examples of virtue^ 
hut of a faulty excefs of bravery^ which 
is fulEcient for our purpofe. 
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Concerning magnanimous women, 
I muft not omit a point on which 
men fport their wit, as that in which 
the weaknefs of women,^ moftly be- 
trays itfelf : the keeping of fecrets. 
Cato the cenfor, thought fo hardly of 
them in this refpeft, that for a man 
. to truft a fecret to any woman what- 
focver, was pne of the greateft weak- 
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ihis was difproved by Porcia^ daughter 
to Cato the younger, and wife to Marr 
cus Brutus, who prevailed on her huf- 
twnd not to conceal from her, the great 
iccret of the confpiracy againft Caefar, 
having as a proof of her fortitude and 
fecrecy, given herfelf a fevere wound 
in the thigh, and bearing all the anguifk 
of it, without making it known to hinii 
or any one elfe- 

Pliny fays, on the credit of the 
Magi, that the heart of a certain bird^. 
being applied to a woman when fleep- 
ing, caufes her to difclofe all her fe-^ 
crets. And in another part, he fays 
the fame thing of the tongue of a. 
certain infeft. One would not think 
that women were fo prone to difclofe 

their 
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their mind, when magic ranfacks the 
iecrets of nature, to find keys for 
opening the outlets of their hearts. 
But we, no lefe than Pliny himfelf, 
laugh at thofe inventions ^ and allow 
that there are very few women ca- 
pable of keeping a fecret, but the 
moft experienced politicians, will in 
return, allow that to be a weaknefs 
not at all peculiar to the fex, but,, 
that a man is fcarce to be found who 
may fafely be trufted with a fecret of 
importance, when any thing is to be 
got by making it known. Indeed,, 
were not thefe gems very fcarce, prin- 
ces would not put fo high a vahie oa 
them^ 

Inftances, however, arc not want- 
ing of women who have kept fecrets 

with 
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•with invincible firmnefs. PythagoraSii 
in his laft hours, delivered all his 
writings which contained the moft 
abftrufc myfteries of his philofophy 
to his daughter Damo, charging her 
never to make them public, which 
Ihc fo faithfully obeyed, that even 
when reduced to great poverty, and 
fhe might have fold thefe books for a 
confiderable fum, fhe chofe rather to 
perfevere in obeying her father, than 
free herfelf from the diftrefles of 
poverty. 

The refolute Araetaphila, of whom 
mention has been made above, in- 
tending to take away her hujfband^ 
Nicoftratus's life, by a poifonous 
draught, rather than attempt it by 
forming a confpiracy, was furprifcd 

m 



in the preparation of it, and Jbeing 
put te the torture, to make known 
the whole fecret, fo far was the pain 
fh)m depriving her of the government 
of her heart, and the ufe of her rea- 
fbn, that, inftead of making known 
her intention, flie artfully brought 
the tyrant to believe that the portion 
was a philtre for increafing hi^ p^on 
towards her; and this ingenious fic- 
tion, proved a real philtre, Nicoftratus 
loving her more than he had before, 
imagining, that her endeavour to ex- 
cite a fupernatural love in him, muft 
be the effedt of fome fuch paflion in 
Jierfelf. 

In the confpiracy, formed by Ari- 
ftogiton, againft Hippias the tyrant 
of Athens, a court lady, who knew 

G the 
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the accomplices was put to the tdmm 
but to convince the tyrant, that -d 
fecret was not to be extorted from he 
bit out her tongue in his prefence. 

In Pifo's confpiracy againft Ncn 
feveral of the principal perfonages i 
Rome, were, at the firft appearand 
of the torture, terrified into a col 
feflion, that Lucan himfelf, fo fpiritf 
in his poefy, charged his own motht 
and others their mod intimate friend 
as accomplices; yet could neith( 
fcourge, nor fire, nor other fufFerihg 
force the lead difcovery from Ep 
charis a common woman, who wj 
privy to the whole affair. 

And I myfelf, knew a woman, wF 
being examined on the rack, concen 

ir 
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ihg k very atrocious crime, committed 
Jby feer mailers, oittftood that ci^cru- 
<:iating trial, and only to fave her maf- 
tcrs, not herfelfi for what little (hare fhe 
had in the guilt, was from ignorance, 
-and by order and other circumftances, 
as could not, with the leaft colour of 
-equity, have fubjefted her to any 
fuch ptiniAment. But there would 
be no end of enumerating inftances 
of women, from whom engines could 
not extort a fecretj yet, I have heard 
a perfon, who had been prefent at 
many fuch procedures, fay, that he 
has known a great many to confefs, 
when they came to be ftripped in order 
for execution, but very few, who, 
after going through this outrage to 
their modefly, were ever brought to 
XL compliance by the fcourgc. Can 

G 2 we 
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we forbear admiring that fex, on whicH, 
amidfl: all its tender fenfibility, a re^ 
gard to modefly, has a greater efFcfl^ 
than all the ftrcngth of an exeaV 
. tioner*. 

Some 

* I {hall add one injhince of female magnam- 
mity, which cannot but zSc6i all who have any 
feniibility. Henry IV. of France, had beiieged 
the town of Falaife, and preparations were inak« 
ing for ilorming it, when a young tradefman, 
by name la Chenaye, who was in love with, and 
equally loved by a girl fuitable to him, propofed 
to her a way which he was contriving, for 
getting out of town, and thus putting her in 
fafety: as I am perfuaded, anfwered fhe, that 
it is only from a concern for me, that you can 
think of forfaking your countrymen now that 
they are going to fight, your propofal does not 
leiTen either my love or my eileem for you ; and 
as a proof of it, I am ready to unite my def- 
dny to yours, comei I will infta^tly give you 

my 



I 85 } 



Some perfons, I make no doubt, 
will charge this parallel, between wo- 
men and men, with flattiery ; but I re- 
fer them to Seneca, whofe ftoicilm, 
fo far from flattering, fpared no per- 
fon ; yet, he puts women abfolutely 
on a level with men, for any valuable 
talents and qualities His words are 

G 3 thefe: 



xny hand, but it fball be upon the breach. At 
thefe w6rds, (he hailily moved forward without 
regarding the tears or intreaties of her lover : 
Bothf fays Mezeray, fought miith fucb Jignalcou- 
ragCy that Henry IV ^ ivbo ahways loved valour ^ 
though in an enem^y ordered y hy all means poffible 
tofave thjeir lives \, hut La Chenaje^ heing killed by 
amujketjhoty his mifirefs refujed quarters^ and con" 
timed fightingy till feeling herf elf mortally vjounded^ 
Jhe threnx) herfelf on her lover's hcdy, mixing her 
bhod luith hisy end embracing him as Jhe enfired. 
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thefe : ^lis autem dicat naturam ma^ 
lique cum muliehribus ingeniis egiffij 6f 
virtu fes illarum in arSium retraxijfef' 
Par illiSj mihi crede^ vigor ^ far ad bofi 
nejla (libeat) facultas eft. Laborem^ ds^ 
kremque ex aquoji confuevere patiuntur* 
in Confol. ad Marciam. Who will 
fay that nature has not dealt kindljf 
v,'ith women, beftowing on them, but 
a very (lender fhare of virtue. No y 
they have an equal ftrength of mind^ 
equal difpofition and ability for virtue; 
and decorous aftions; and with a;, 
little ufe, bear toil and pain, as weli 
as we. Confolatory Lr. to Marcia. 

SECTION IX. 

Let us now come to the grand bat- 
tery againft female inteilefts, in which 

I owa 
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I owciy that if reaion does hot fupport 
tnc, i have little to e:(Cpedl: from au^ 
thority; for writers on thiij fubjeft,. 
fcarce any excepted, are fo wedded. 
IQ the common opinion, that they, 
oae and aU^ make little account of 
female intellefts. Imayj indeed,. of- 
fer as a reply to moft of thofe books, . 
the fable which Carducio- of Scicily, 
mentions to another purpofe, in his 
diajoguer on fainting. A man and a 
lion, travelling together, they fell into 
a difpute who were braveft, men or 
lions, each ' cried up his own kind, 
till coming to a fountain adorned with 
very beautiful fculptures, the man 
$ook notice, that on the top of it, was 
feprefented a man rending the jaws of 
a Uon; Now, fays he, turning to his ^ 
^dvfirfsiry, you will no longer pretend 

G 4 to 
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to t^k of lions being as brave as 
men, only look there, fee what be- 
comes of your fellow bnite. A fine 
argument indeed, anfwered the lion, 
grimly fmiling : that figure was made 
by a man, and fo no wonder, he has 
given man the better in the ftruggle ; 
but, take my word for it, that had a 
lion been the artift, he would have 
altered their pofition, and have giveo 
the man for a good meal to the lion. 

Lucretia Marinclla, a learned Ve- 
netian Lady, among other works^ 
-wrote a book intitlcd, the Excellency 
cf TVomen^ in comparrfon of the Faults 
end Vices of Men. The judicious Juan 
de Cartaegena, fays, that he faw and 
read that book, with great pleafure, 
at Rome \ and I have alfo feen it m 

the 
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the king^s library, at Madrid. What 
is certain herein, is, that neither flie,. 
nor me, can be judges in this caule^ 
being parties; fb that the queflion 
muft be referred to the angels^ who 
being of no fex, are neutraL 

And firft, they who vilify the \xn^ 
derftanding of women, fo as to make 
It only mere inftinft, are unworthy of 
being admitted to the difpute ; and 
fucli are they, who dare affirm as a 
maxim, that the very top of female 
capacity, is to govern a hen-rooft. 

. Such was that prelate, cited by 
Don Francifco Manuel, in his guide 
fo married women^ who fays, that the 
moft knowing woman, knew how to 
lay in order a cheft of clean linens 

The 
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The aBtHor of fuch a fpeech^ ought 
be refpedtable on other accounts^ but. 
liuch Mayings, do him little honour; 
for, in the wry foftcft conftru&iony 
they Q^ be aUowcd to be no better 
than jocular hyperboles. That wo* 
men are capable of prefiding over re- 
ligious communities, is mani&ftfrom. 
numberlefs inflances; and that crar 
times afford women equal to the ^gOr 
vernment of ftates, we have an illufn 
trious inftance in the prefent Czarina^ 
ofMufcovy.- 

To talk thus contemptuoufly of 
women, denotes a fuperficial man. 
Seeing female knowledge to be in 
general limited to thpfc domeftic em- 
ployments in which they have been ^ 
trained upj they from thence infer 

(though 
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(thotigh without knowing, that they* 
do infer, as being unacquainted with 
reflcftion) that they are not capable of 
^y thing farther; whereas, every fmat- 
tcrer in logick, knows, that the ab- 
fence of the aft does not imply the 
abfence of the power; and thus, if 
women do not know more, is no con- 
clufivc argument, againft their having; 
a talent for greater employments. 

No man knows more than what he- 
has ftudied or applied himfelf to, yet 
ta infer that his capacity cannot reach 
beyond what he has made the fubjeft 
of his application, would be equally 
illogicale and ill-natured. Were all men, 
as the celebrated Sir Thomas More 
reprefents them in his Utopia, fo 
to give themfclves up to agriculture, 

as 
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as to be ignorant of every thing clfc^ 
would that warrant an aflertion, that 
men are incapable of any thing clfe ? 
Among the Drufi, a people of Palef- 
tine, women are the only depofitaries 
of learning; reading and writing, be- 
ing almoft univerfal among them, and 
^11 the literature in that nation, be it 
much or little, is treafured up in the 
intelle6ts of women, and totally un- 
known to men, who, on their part, 
mind only agriculture, war and trade. 
Did fuch a cuftom prevail all over 
the world, the women would, unquef- 
tionably, look upon men to labour un- 
der a natural incapacity for learning,, 
as men now entertain the fame idea 
of women; but fuch a judgment 
would be very wrong and injurious, 
fo that, which at prcfent prevails 

among 
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among men to the di^aragemcfnt of 
women, may be f^d to deferve no 
better predicament. 



SECTION X. 

And perhaps, it is from the fame 
principle, though with fomething more 
courtefy and regard to women, that, 
"Father Malebranche, in his enquiry 
\after trutb^ gives them the preferennc 
to men, in the difcernment of fenfible 
things ; at the fanie time, placing 
them far below us, for abftraft ideas. 
Por though, he accounts for this from 
the foftnefs of the brain ; thefe phy^- 
^fical caufes, it is- well known, every- 
one inveftigates them in his own way, 
.after experience has afliired him 6f the 

cflfcfts, 
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Mt6b, orlie coftceives himfelf oflUred. 
dknd this very isiUthor falls into tk^ 
intelle^hial defed^ of which he hiol- 
felf fets up to cure all mankind ; that 
is, the error arifing from common 
prejudices, ahd iU-digefted principles, 
as unquefHonably, he pronounced this 
judgment, either being carried sTway 
by the common current^ Or a& having 
x)bfcrYcd, that wOmen of chardftcr far 
^good fenle, reafontd more happily and 
snore to the point, than me% ^ to 
'fenfitive things, aiid as fhallowly and 
abfurdly in ^bftraAs -, but let not this 
.be attributed to Any difparity of talent, 
when it is, in a great meafure^ owing 
^o the difference of application and 
praftice. Women being much more 
.€mployed in cookery, and the em- 
bellilhiticnts of drefs than men, 

their 
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^tlh^ thoughts, confequentijr run more 
Ml things of that nature, and thus 
they talk of them ynth nlotc judg* 
lACint and fluency, whereas, fcarcconc 
ivoman jof a thoufand, exercifes her 
faeuitfes oh problems, or abftraft 
ideas, and 4:hUs it is nothing ftrange^ 
that they fhouH acquit themfelves 
but aukwardly in convi^fations oh 
thofe points. Be it further obferved^ 
^at wom^n, whofe contertiplative turn 
6£ mind delists in reafoning on the 
refinements of platonic love, where this 
ihappens to come on the carpet, wiU 
*€clipfe ^ man of the greateft part*, 
who has not thought it . worth his 
i9ihiic to redeft on thefe chimeras. 

A perfon, whatever be his natural 
Rapacity, will, generally fpeaking, ap- 
pear 
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|)ear but ignorant or fhort fitted, hi 
matters foreign from his ftation, oe 
on which he has not beftowed any ac^ 
tention. A ploughman, though na- 
turally fagacious and witty, which 
fometimes is the cafe, if he has never 
thought of any thing but his tillage^ 
muft, whenever ftate affairs come to 
foe talked of, make but a poor figure, 
in comparifon of a mere fmattcrer in 
politics, and fhould the moft confum- 
mate politician, if only a politician, 
take on him to talk of drawing up 
^armies, and conducting fieges, he 
would fay a thoufand abfurdities, that 
an officer, underftanding his trade, 
will wonder at his impertinence, as 
Hanibal laughed at that great Afiatic 
orator, who prefumed to harangue on 

miUtary 
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militSsuy thit^s, before him and kin^ 
ADtiocfaus. 

The qife in queftion, is the very 
iame; a woman of very clear intel- 
IcftS) has her thoughts taken up all 
day, about her domeftic concerns, 
without hearing any difcourfe of a fu- 
pcrior nature, or, if any edifying fub- 
jcft is introduced, hears it only fuper- 
ficially. Her hufband, though greatly 
her inferior in natural endowments, 
is often in company with learned 
eclefiaftics, or expert politicians, in 
whofe converfation, he acquires varie- 
ty of knowledge, becomes acquainted 
with the courfe and condud of pub- 
lic affairs, and of many other impor- 
tant particulars. If he happens to be 
talking before his wife, of thefe fub- 

H jefts. 
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jeAs, with which he has thus picked 
up fome (hallow acquaintance, and 
fhe fays what comes into her mind^ 
yet, her natural judgment being totally 
uninformed, what fhe fays will almoft 
neceffarily be faulty, that her hulband, 
and even others, who may happen to 
hear her, will think her an empty 
-creature, hugging themfelves with their 
-knowledge, for which, however, they 
.may thank good company. 

This woman's cafe, isthatofnum- 
berlcfs others, who, though of much 
better parts than fupercilious men, are 
ridiculed as incapable of talking on 
any folid or literary fubjefts. Out 
filence, or our talking amifs depends 
•not fo much on the want of talents, 
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«t§r on the want of inforination and 
knowledge, without which, the very 
intellefts of an angel, muft labour un- 
der a deficiency ; whilft men, though 
of an inferior capacity, {hall infult 
over women, as evidendy their fupe- 
riors, though their fuperiority be all 
adventitious, gotten from books and 
converfation. 

Another advantage of information 
is, that men are accuftomed to think> 
argue, and talk on fuch fubjefts, as 
belonging to their fphere, or coming 
in their way ; but to women, as terra 
incognita^ things on which they very 
rarely think, nay, fcarce can think, 
that when the converfation turns on 
fuch points, men may be faid to talk 
premeditately, and women quite ex- 

H 2 tcrmporarily. 
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extemporarily, an advantage, which 
needs not be enlarged on. Lafliy, 
men, by a mutual communication of 
their thoughts on fuch fubjefts, be* 
come partakers of each others lights, 
that in their converfations, befides 
,dieir own reafon, they make ufe of 
what they have coUedted from othel^t 
that fometimes an individual, fludl in 
an argument utter the emanations of 
many underftandings. But the con* 
verfations of women, inltead of fuch 
fublime fubjefts, turning, and that at 
beft, only oa their works, and other 
houfehold affairs, they impart no in^ 
ftrudtion to one another ; that whm 
called on to talk of the above fubjefts, 
it is of a fudden, and without any pre- 
vious information, having never come 

in their way. 

Thefe 
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Thcfc advantages, by which a man 
of very dull parts talks both niore 
fluently and judicioufly on devifed 
lubjefts than a woman of exceeding 
good fcnfe, arc of fuch weight, that 
in a difpute between the former 
and the other, he, at leaft among 
the fuperficial generation, fhall pafs 
for a man of very profound know- 
ledge, and fhe be looked on as a 
jimple creature.. 

For want of fucH refleftions, it is 
diat fb many men, otherwife learned 
and fenfible, entertain fuch contemp- 
tuous notions of the underftanding of 
women; and the cream of the jeft is, 
that they have been crying out fo long, 
about womens being fuch giddy, fhort 

H 3 fighted 
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lighted creatures, that many of the 
fex, have been brought to entertaia 
fuch mean thoughts of themfelves- 



SECTION xr. 



And even they, who, more agree- 
able to reafon, as with a lefs exceffivc 
difference from the advantage, in un- 
derftanding to be on men's ' fide, 
vouchfafing to allow, that, here and 
there, fuch a thing as a woman of 
Iblid fenfe and underftandmg is to he 
found. I fay, that in my opinion, 
even they would not have maintained 
this inequality between the two fexes, 
had they attended to the before-men- 
tioned circumftances, by which wo- 
men. 
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men, though of better parts, appear 
much inferior in colloquy. 



Nor do I know any ground for 
tliis pretended inequality beyond that 
which I have mentioned, and the un- 
certainty of which I have laid open, 
for if I am told that it is demonftrated 
by experience, fuch experience I af- 
firm to be delufory, and have proved 
its falfity in many articles. I (hall far- 
ther, relatively to experience, adduce 
two eminent witnefles in behalf of 
women; the firft, is that admirable 
Portuguefe writer^ Don Francifco, 
Emanual in bis guide to married men. 

Every circumftance that can be de- 
fired, concurs to give this gentleman's 

H 4 fufFragc 
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fuf&age, a diftingnifhed regard in the 
prefent debate; for befides his na^ 
tural talents, he vifitcd many coun- 
tries, was engaged in variety of affairs, 
and his genius being mixed with much 
feftivity and politenefs, he everywhere, 
as his writings plainly fliew, infinuated 
himfelf among the ladies. Now, this 
author, not fatisfied with putting wo- 
men on a level with men for intellefts, 
rather allows them to be our fuperiors. 
For, in leaf 73 of the faid book, after 
expatiating on the charge of imbecility 
againft women, fays, I am of a very 
different opinion:^ and have all the rea- 
fon in the world to believe^ that there 
are many of very great parts *, nay^ I 
have feen and converfed with fuch in 
Spain, and other countries \ and for 
that very reafon^ I think the quicknefs 
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§f difcemment^ aeutenefs^ and reafin-^ 
ingr, in which they furpafs uSy ought t^ 
be tempered with great circumfpeiHon \ 
and a little lower, as we cannot deprive 
women of that vivacity of underftanding^ 
with which nature hath formed them^ we 
may at le^ft keep them from theoppor- 
iunities of fbarpening it to their own 
danger^ and our damage. The tefti- 
mony of this author^ as I have faid^ 
is of great weight, as befides his ex- 
perience and capacity, he adds, that 
in the above compofition, he has been 
far firom favouring tl^ women ; and 
at the clofe of it, roundly chaises him- 
felf with having been fomething too 
fevere. 

The fecond witnefs, is the very 
learned Abbe dc Bellegarde, likewife 

a courtier. 
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a. courtier, « and who aiftcd his part On 
th^t celebrated theatre of the worlds 
Paris. This author, in a book of hi8» 
Entitled, Curious Letters en Literattire^ 
and morality^ affirms the mind of wo- 
men to be in no wife inferior to that of 
men for any fcicnce, art, or employ- 
ment. I cannot fay, I ever read thia 
performance,, but find it quoted oa 
this head, in the Journal de Trevoux^ 
for April 1702. The author of a 
Journey in the Stage Coaeb^from Madrid 
to Alcala^ (who, whoever he be, has 
a mafterly pen) is of the fame opinion* 
Father Buffier, a celebrated French 
writer, enters into a formal proof of 
it, in his Examen desPrejuges Vulgaires^ 
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SECTION xir. 

Therefore; laying afide the {o much* 
boafted manifeftation of e^jperience,; 
all that remams in proof of this fup*- 
pofed diiparity of intellects, is, fomc: 
phyfical reafon-; but I affifm, there^, 
is none, as it muft refide either in an/ 
entitative difparity of fouls, or a dif- 
ferent organization, or different tem- 
perature in the bodies of both fexcs. 

The entitative inequality of fouls 1 
pafs over, it being the common opinbn. 
of philofophers, that all rational fouls 
are equal as to phyfical perfcftion i 
though, in behalf of the oppofite 
opinion, St. Auftin,. Lib. XV. dc 
Trinitate, Cap. XIII j is quoted, bufesT 



after a careful perufal of that chapter, 
I do not find, that it fays a word about 
the matter. I likewife am not igno- 
rant, that the faculty of Paris con- 
demned a propoiition^ affirming that 
the fotd of Chrifty our Lord and Saviour^ 
was not more perfeHy than the foul of 
the traitor Juias^ to which Maihio^. 
the noble Scotift anfwers, that fuch* 
condemnation not having been con^ 
firmed by the apoffolic fee, does n(% 
bind us, and fo it is. But, at the 
lame time, I take on me to fay, that 
&ch a propofition, in whatever book, 
it Be found, Ibould be expunged as^ 
eflfcnfiye, with regard to the illiterate, , 
and as not clearly diftinguiihing in? 
fouls, the phyfical from the moral: 
psut. But this does not in any manner 

afieft 
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affeft the truth of the common opinioft 
for the entire phytical equality of foul^. 

But, foppofing fouls to be eflentially 
unequal, how wiU they prove, or 
make us believe, that God fclefted 
the beft for men, and left the lefs per- 
fe<5t for women ? It becomes tis rather 
to believe, thar the foul of the bleiled 
Virgin, would in fuch a<:afe, be bet- 
ter than diat of any other mere crear 
ture; as the refpe6lableSuarez affirms, 
t-hat, even in the phyfical part, it was 
abfolutely perfeft j fo that thofe wo- 
men, who fay that the foul is neither 
male inor female, may ftick to their 
text, it is found doftrine. 

As to organization, I readily believe, 
that its difierence may induce a great 

difference 
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'diflfercnce in the operations of the fotih 
-though, what organization is bcft* a- 
dapted to the intellefts, we know not* 
Ariftotle advances, that people of a 
imall head, are generally the moft 
fenfiblc. Before he committed this to 
paper, I am apt to think he took mca- 
fure of his own. Others give it in- 
favour of large heads. Thefe niay 
be concluded to have had none of the 
fmalleft heads, otherwife they would 
have fided with Ariftotle. Cardinal 
Spondati, in his courfe of philofophy, 
fays, that in Cardinal de Richlieu, the 
organs appertaining to mental opera- 
tions, were double^ and to that, he 
attributes the lingular abilities of that 
minifter. This duplication I under- 
ftand, not with relation to number, 
that would be a prodigy, but to fizc 

and 
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<and magnitude. And this is agree^k 
to an opinion of many, that the greater 
the quantity of the brain, the greater 
Ihare of reafonj which they infer from 
the obfervation that man has, in pro- 
portion, more brain than any other 
animal. Others, (as Martinez, in his 
anatomy) fetting afide both great and 
little heads, will have the middling to 
be beft adapted to the intellefts. With 
fubmiffion to thofe who, in forming 
an eftimate of the worth of fouls, take 
mcafure of the parts of the body, 
all who walk with their eyes open, 
know, that among the large headed 
men, there are both wits and oafs-, and 
the like may be faid of men with little 
jieads. Did the different fize of the 
head, or quantity of the brain, caufe 
any disparity in the operations of the 

xinderftanding, 
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imderftatiding, men cf difierent Hsik 
tures, would be found as different in 
their underftanding and perception^ 
bdth the ikull and the brain bong 
greater or lefs, according to the ftar 
ture; whereas all the world knows the 
contrary. 

Therefore, fhould Pliny have truth 
on his fide, when he iays that the iub-* 
ftance of the brain in men is confider- 
ably larger than in women, (in which, 
however, I beg leave to fufpend my 
judgment, till I confult Ibme expert 
anatomift) this proves nothing: for, 
if the pre-eminence of underflanding 
depends on this confiderable excefs of 
brain, fuch a man as Cervantes, or 
Quevedo, muft have had forty or* 
fifty times more brain than our town 

fool. 
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fool And lai^ bodied m^ muft» in 
goieral, be more ingenious^ and fit- 
ter for affairs of confequence, than 
thofe whom they can look over, as 
having more brain. The writer of 
this would be very much obliged to 
them, could they perfuade him of any 
fuch things he having his ihare both 
vf height and bulk. 

I fubfcribe indeed to the opinion, 
that the ftrength, or weaknels of the 
mental powers depends in a great 
meafure, on different organization, but 
does not arife from any fenfible diffe^ 
rence of organization in the greater 
parts. It is from the infenfiUc differ- 
rence of the moft minute, as the dif- 
ferent texture or firmnefs of the fub- 
<ilc fibres, and the greater or lefe cavity, 

I cleanlinefs. 
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cleanlinefs, and tenueity of thofc fine 
dufts j through which the fpirits take 
their courfe 5 and of this we can know 
nothing, whether it be different in men 
or women i as beyond the ken of hvi^ 
man fight. Neither the anatomift noc 
carthefian, with their beft microf- 
copes, can difccm whether the pineal 
gland, to which they limit the foul's 
refidence, be of a different texture in 
women, from wJiat it is in men. 

That it is not any fenfible difference 
in organization, which caufes a difie* 
rence in the rational operations, at 
leaft, if not of a monftrous irr^ula- 
rity, is evident from men of different 
fliapes being equally rational ; and in 
men organized alike in form and ap- 
pearance, there Ihall be a very great 

difierence 
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diflfcrence in the faculties of their 
migds. -^fc^ the fabulift, was from 
head to foot, fo milhapen, as fcarcc 
to make the appearance of a man ; 
and his name has always continued to 
he ufed as the antonomafia of defor- 
mity and uglinefs; yet, his genius 
hzs continued the admiration of all 
ages* Socrates was not many degrees 
above -Sfop for comelinefsof form and 
ieatures, yet, does not all antiquity 
aiFord a finer genius. But granting 
that a different fenfible organization 
implies different mental powers, what 
<:an be inferred from thence? No- 
thing: women being of a different 
formation from men only in thofe 
organs which nature has appointed for 
^propagation, and not at all in thofe 
appertaining to reafon. 

I 2 SECTION 
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SECTION XIIL 

A« litde can this fuppofed infeii- 
ority of female intellefts be groun- 
ded on the difference of conftitution 
or temperature, not that I deny the 
temperature to have a confiderable 
influence on the right or wrong ufe of 
the mental powers. I am rather per- 
fuaded that a difference of temper- 
ature, caufes a greater difference in 
the operations, than a difi^rent or- 
ganization ; for every one muft have 
experienced that according to the 
variations in his conftitution^ without 
any diforder in the organization, 
he is, more or lefs, fit for opcxa- 
tions of any kind, and there is fcarce 
.a diftemperature affefting the body, 

which 
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•which does not at the fame time, more 
or lels, impede the funftions of the 
IbuL But the kind of conftitution or 
temperature, moft favourable to the 
exertion of the intcUefts, is not eafily 
afcertained» 

If Ariftotle's opinion is to be follow- 
ed, the female temperament muft 
be allowed moft adapted to this ef- 
fect. This philofopher, who derives^ 
all the various phenoniena from his 
four primary qualities, fays,. Sec. 14. 
of his problems, quejl. 15. that men of 
a cold temperature, have more fenfe 
and difcernment than thofe of a war- 
mer conftitution, though in the begin- 
ning of that fame problem, he fup- 
pofes the inhabitants of warm climates, 
to be more ingenious than thofe of the 

I 3 cold 
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cold (which I do not believe, as then 
the natives of Africa, would be mof€ 
ingenious than the Englifh and Dutch) 
for conformably to his opinion of thid 
intenfenefs of his primary qualities "he 
affirms from the force of the Antipt^ 
rijtafis^ that men are of the hotteft con- 
ftitution in the coldeft countries, and 
the coldeft in the hotteft. Et enim^ qui 
fedes frigidds habent^ f rigor e loci * obfif- 
tentCy longe calidiores^ quam fua ftnt 
natura^ reddunttir*. And fo far below 
thofe of a colder conftitution, does he 
place in point of reafon, thbfe of a 
very hot conftitution, as to compare 
them with perfons in a ftate of ebriety. 
Itaque vtnolentis admodumfimiles ejfe vi- 

denturj 

* In the inhabitants of a cold country, the 
renitency of the cold increafes their natural 
heat. 
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ientur^ nee ingenio valent quo profpieiantj 
rerumque rationes inquirant*. The phi- 
lofophcr, in clafling the aduft with the 
dull little thought of his difciple 
Alexander, or rather did it by way of 
refentment, for it is certain, he wrote 
moft of his works, after Alexander 
had difmifled him on ftrong fulpi- 
cions of treachery. And when retired 
to Athens, he had the frefli mortifi- 
cation of that prince's fending a pre- 
lent of thirty talents of gold to his 
fchool-fellow and competitor Zeno- 
crates, without the leaft mention of 
Ariftotle; though, whether his re- 
fentment rofe fo high, that he Ihould 

I 4 have 



• They feem fo many drunkards, quite inca-- 
pable of forecail, or examining the reafons of 
dungs. 
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bzvt engaged in a conipiracy with 
Antipater againft Alexander's life^ 
and propofed the manner of taking 
him off by poifon, is to be queftioncd: 
But to the point 

The fame Ariftotle teaGhe$, and 
all naturalifts and phyficians agree,^ 
that the difference of the temperament 
in the two fexes, is, in man hot and 
dry, in women cold and moift. Efi 
autem vir calidus etftccus^ muler fri^ 
giddy bumidaque (Seft. V. Queft. 26.) 
thus a cold conftitution being, in Ari- 
ftotle's opinion^, moft favourable ta 
the intelleft, and of courfe, a hot 
temperament being the reverfe, wo^ 
men muft naturally furpafs men in the 
ufe of the intelleftual powers. 

This 
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This argument is conclufive to thofir 
who acquiefce in Ariftotk's ipfe dixit %, 
but, for my part, I protcft it is of no 
weight with me, for I neither believe 
that hot countries afibrd keener wits^ 
than the cold, nor that men of a cold 
conftitution are more ingenious than 
the hot, and much lefs that thofe of aa 
aduft conftitution, border on frenzy^ 
and as to the fuppofed force of the 
Antiperifiafis \ it ftill may remain a 
doubt. Moifture and ficeity, are the 
other two qualities of the two tem- 
peraments. With regard to thefe, 
women, according to Ariftotle's doe- 
trine, may be concluded more fagacious 
than men. They who affirm a greater 
quantity of brain to imply a fuperi- 
ority of underftanding, ground them- 
f fclves 



I 
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felves on man, the moft fenfible of all 
creatures, having more brain in pro- 
portion, than all other. Now, firft, 
Ariftotle fays that man is of a more 
moift conftitution than all other ani*- 
mals. Homo omnium animantium max-- 
me bumidus natura eft. (Seft. V. Quefl:.. 
7.) and as from man-s having more 
brains than the brutes, it is inferred, 
that the greater the brain, the greater 
fliare of fenfe and reafon, and. from, 
man's being of a moifter conftitution 
than the brutes, the inference is that 
underftanding always bears a propor- 
tion to moifture, then, the female tem-r 
perament being more moift than that 
©f man, women muft be the more in- 
telligent of the two. 



Thi4 
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This argument, unlefs by way of 
retort to thofe of the oppofite fide, as 
little proves the principles in which 
they jar, beingydien rightly confidered, 
very uncertain. Who told Pliny of 
man's having a greater quantity of 
brains than all other animals? Had 
he an affiftant of fuch patience, as to 
lay open the fkulls of all kinds of ani- 
mals, and then weigh the difference of 
their brains ? and how came Ariftotle 
to know that man has more moifture 
in him than any brute ? Shall we fup- 
pofe this indefatigable philofopher, to 
have fqueezed them all in prefles, the 
better to come at the quantity of 
moifture? It rather appears that fe- 
veral domeftic animals, moft infefts, 
and almOft aU filhes are more moift 

than 
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than man. And were it true that the 
human brain exceeds that of all others, 
can it be inferred, that in our fpecies,^ 
the greater the brain, the more 
comprehenfive and perfpicuous the 
underftanding : for in many other 
parts of the body, man diflFers from 
the brute, yet, the excefs of fome 
individuals in thofe parts, does not 
feem produftive of a diftinguiftiing 
influence on the mental powers. In 
order to this, it would be neceflary to 
have obferved that, among brutes of 
the fame kind, thofe who are beft 
furnilhed with brains, have the beft 
ihftinft, which I believe not to be the 
cafe; as thus in a total want of brain, 
there would be a total want of per- 
ception, which is falfe, for, according 
to Pliny, there are many animals, 

which 
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which have neither blood nor braini^ 
and yet have their inftinft. 



SECTION XIV. 

Therefore, laying afide thefe proofs, 
^drawn from Ariflotle's doftrines, which 
are either falfe or uncertain, and 
can only ferve women to ftop the 
4nouths of Ariftotle's barkers to 
\^hom, it is enough that he has faid 
46 ; let us proceed to examine whether 
woman's being of a more moill con- 
ftitution than m». b. any d«™«at 
to her underftanding. The handle 
^hich they take hold of, who are 
ibr proving the inferiority of wo- 
man's -intellefts from fome phyfical 
j«afon, and it is not without an air of 

probability. 
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probability, is that excefs of mo^fcure^ 
either of itfelf, or by the vapours c»- 
haied from it, may obftruft the courfe 
of the animal fpirits, clogging up of the 
fine,du6ls, through which thofe minute 
corpufcles circulate. 

This argument however is manifeftr 
iy falfe, otherwife it would prove not 
that the underftanding of women is 
lefs penetrative and profound, but 
that their reafon is more flow in its 
operations, whereas many men, rea- 
dily allow them the advantage in 
quicknefs and facility. 

Farther, men, otherwife quick-wit- 
ted, acute, and profound, are fubjeft 
to conftitutional catarrous fluxions, 
proceeding from excrementitious hu^ 

mours 
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mours- gathered about the meftinges\ 
and apparently of the fame fubftancc 
with the brain, as may be feen in 
^Riberia, Chap de Catorro. Thus the 
.exceflive moifture of the brain does 
not obftruft the ready or right ufe of 
reafon, and if the excrementitious has 
no fuch bad efFecl, much lefs is it to 
be fuppofed of the natural. 

And the natural does not for 
Pliny informs us, that the brain of 
man is moifter than that of any other 
animal, Sed homo portione maximum^ 
at humidiffimum (Lib* ii. Cap. 37,) 
and it is not to be thought that nature 
fliould j)lace in the organ which is the 
capital inftrument of underftanding 

and 

• Two thin membranes, which inclofc the 
febftance or marrow of the brain. 



[ 128 ] 

I 

^nd knowledge, (uch a temperament 
«s muft incumber, or diforder reaibn. 
If it be faid, that notwithftanding this 
natural moifture in which the brain of 
man exceeds that of brutes, it ftill re- 
mains, as to the temperament, adapted 
to the beft ufe of reafoii, I anlwer, 
that allowing moifture of itfelf to be 
no impediment, yet, who knows the 
proportion or quantity of moifture in 
the brain, requifite for performing the 
fundbions for which the organ is des- 
tined ? And confequently faying, that 
the proportion is better in man than 
woman, is faying nothing at all. 

Many, however, will objeft againft 
this moifture, that the inhabitants of 
moift and foggy conjitries, are noted 
ibr hcavinefs and ftupidity i and that 
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I the contrary, it is in the clear and 

Y countries, that genius fhines in 
enchanting radiancy. But be they 

V or many who fpeak thus, they 
:k without book. It is faying, that 
ey have removed the clouds from 
I horizon, and transferred them into 
I Iphere of the brain-, that in rainy 
untries, the darknefs of the atmof- 
ere obfcured the foul, and that in 
3fe climates which enjoy a ferene 
jT, the fuperior luftre of the day 
parted a greater brilliancy to the 
derftanding. They might, more 
ionally, fay that m the more airy 
d luminous countries, objefts being 
)re vifible, they diflxaft the foul 
)re through the inlet of the eyes, 
d thus render it lefs fit for ipecula- 
n and mental exercifes •, as we per- 

K ' ceive 
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ceive the thread of thougHCt mA the 
chain of inferences, to be more coht^ 
rent in the darkn^& of the night, Xh»A 
in the refplcndency of the day. Let 
thofe who account «W)ift councw 

« 

fcarce capiable of producing me^i of 
wy 4ccutcneft, ty rn their eyes % little 
to the Putch and the Venetians, whft 
for knowledge and Capacity^ tre in- 
if rior to no nation in Eufopc th^nj^ 
the former live ^aidft the w«tem» 
and the latter noay he iaid to have ^ 
kn part of their territQrks Um ^ 
iUhes ; ^nd even here in Spain, we 
have before our eyes the Afturi^Uis, 
who, though dweUing in ^ province 
the mc^ fubjeft to fogs and raiw of 
any in the whole kingdon^, ^e par- 
ticulariiy noted of for acc\Henef9 md 
aAivity. But wb^re is th^ wonder of 

this? 
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this? Dolphins live in quarters fuffici^ 
cntly moifter, bdhg tv& in the deep 
waters, and yet throughout all nature, 
there are not aniimis of a more noble 
inftinfti nor which^ whether through 
tiffeQ^ioB^ or imitation of manners, be- 
'Cpme fo familiar with man. For, as 
nifty be feen in Ge&er, they (hew great 
tendemels towards thofe from whom 
they derive their beings when enfeeb- 
led by agio. Thef have been feen to 
guide men in th^ courfe of a voyage, 
4md even to pay a regard to their dead, 
amoving them to fome fecret place, 
though, at the hazard of being de- 
voured by fea ipon^ers* On the other 
l^and, birds, iBvho moftly live in the 
cleareft air, neady beyond the verge of 
vapours, fometimes wafted along by 
4he winds, then fettling on the fummits 

K 2 of 
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of mountains, Ihould be more faga-? 
cious than the beafts of the field. 



By the fame reafon, the Egyptians 
fliould be the mbft ingenious men in 
the world, the air of that country be- 
ing as clear as any on the whole globe; 
fcarce fuch a thing as a cloud is fcen 
in Egypt, from one end of the year 
to the other, that the foil would pro- 
duce nothing, were not the want of 
rain fupplied by the overflowing of the 
river Nile-, and though Egypt was 
venerated for fome ages, as the feat 
of the mod refined literature, and 
miflrefs of fciences; and though 
Pythagoras, Homer, Plato, and other 
great geniufles of Greece, travelled 
thichcr to improve in philofophy and 
mathematics, this is no abfolute 

proof 



proof of the fuperiority of their parts, 
tx> thofe of otlier nations ; no, it only 
Ihews the fciences to have, as it were, 
rambled about on earth, refiding fome- 
dmes in one place, and fometimes in 
another. The like may be faid of the 
valley of Lima in our American pof- 
feflions, where the (ky is fo clear, that 
they know nothing of rain, and its 
fertility is entirely owing to a dev/, 
and a delightful temperature between 
cold and heat ; and yet, the natives 
are fo far from being remarkable for 
?omprehenfivenefs of underftanding, 
or quicknefe of difcernment, that the^ 
Pizarros, who conquered them, found 
them more cafily caught by ftratagems, 
than the Mexicans conquered by: 
Cortez's arms. 

K 2 I am 
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J am not ignoranrt^ that the ii^abi- 
tfints of Beotia«» were lii^ ancient tkmsj 
looked; upon to be fo vety diili and; 
blockiih, that Bteoiicnm ingenium^ ^ 
Bavtica fus^ were nick-names for a 
ihipid man, or woman, ^id that this. 
defeft in their underilandings,, Wft» 
attributed to the thick and foggy sur 
of that country, agreeable to what 
Horace fays in one of his epiftles. 
Bo^otum in craffd jurares mre natum^ 
you would have fwom him born amidlV 
tjie foggy air of Beotia. Yet have I 
fomereafcn to believe, tharthofe an- 
cients have been wanting in juftice to 
Beotia, and mift^e the ignorance arif- 
ing from a want of application for 
an inherent incapacity. To which re- 
proach, might likewife concur Baeo- 

tia*3. 
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tia's tonfining on Attica^ wher^ titei^ 
ratare fiourifhed &r exsmcndy^ that one 
prornsce, being the theatre of elo- 
quence and wifdt^m, wocild make 
the axljocniiiig appear an ui^itkivated 
ccAony of barbaric. Qn^ the other 
bandy it canfiot be denied that Boeotia 
produced fotne firft rate geniufes, as 
Pindar^ the chief of the lyric poets, 
Phitarch, than whom in the opinion 
of the illuftrioiia Bacon^ antiquity nc- 
ver produced a greater man -, not to 
mention the brave Epaminondas. And 
I even conceive that in the more re- 
mote ^s of antiquity, there was a 
time when the Basotbn's fiirpafled aiir 
their neighbours^ and even aU other 
Europeans, in; the cultivation of arts 
* and fcienccs : for Cadmus, who quit- 
ting Phoenicia) firft introduced the 

K 4 alphabet 
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alphabet into Greece, and was the in- 
ventor of writing, fettled in Boeotia^ 
where he built the city of Thebes. 
In Boeotia, likewife was Mount He- 
licon dedicated to the Mufes, who^ 
from thexKe wefe named KEeliconides;,- 
and from this mount, iffued the fa- 
mous fountain of Aganippe, confecra- 
ted to the fanie imaginary goddefles, 
the' water of which, was believed t(>< 
be to poets as wine, raifing them to 
delightful raptures, and firing their 
brain wit'^ enthufiaftic ecftafies. The 
origin of all thefe fiftions, feems to 
be that there was a time when poetry 
was remarkably fcultivated' in Boeotia^ 
But granting that the Boeotians were 
naturally dull and heavy, how will it 
be proved that this proceeded from 
the moifture of the country, and not 

from 
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from other latent caufes, efpecially as 
we fee other moift countries lying un- 
der no fuch reproach; therefore let 
not moilhire any longer labour under 
the unjuft reproach of being incompa- 
tible with wit ; and be it allowed as a 
certain truth, that no fuch argument 
can afford any fatisfaftory proof that 
women are inferior in reafon and un- 
derftanding to men. 



SECTION XV. 

Father Malebranche argues in an- 
other manner, and denies women to 
be equal in underftanding to men. by 
reafon of the fibres of their brain be- 
ing more foft and impreffible. I, for 
my part, know not whether there be 

any 
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any thing in this ftippo&d foftnefs et 
not. I have read two anatomical' trea^ 
tifes wfiick fay not. a word about ic 
The female brain ftaving been fup-- 
pofed moifter,. it kasr been inferred tx^ 
be likewife fofter; yet, tbis is naab^ 
folute confeqtience. Ice is mcaStj. 2nd 
far from being &£t'y. metd in fbfien is 
foft, but cannot be faid to be moifl:^ 
Woman, as of the more fijft and pH- 
ant temper, has likewife been con- 
jedlured to be more foft in the mate- 
rial part of her compofition : for fbme 
men erf fuperficial knowledge fonrr 
their ideas^ by fuch: analogies ;. and 
afterwards, not being duly d^fted, 
fiich reveries fpread even amoag per- 
fons of fenfe. 
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!^t be k fo^ wltafT analog is there 
bttw«<(li the lc^ne& df tli^ brain, 
and the ^bifitj? of peafott ? O rather, 
the b!nui> b^ing thus^ mofe impifeiBbl^ 
by the ^kks, ortt wo\iS& eenceive 
ill better adapted to mental opera- 
tions^ and this argmrrent reeeivcs 
an additional force from oiir author's 
doftrine, for in another part, he fays. 
tha€ the veftigesv kft ^ the brain- by 
the motion of the animal fpirits, being 
the lines with which the imaginative: 
faculty delinates in it the effigies of 
objefts ; the more ftmngly marked and 
more diftinft ; thofe veftiges and im- 
preffions are, the more clearly and 
fenfibly will the underiianding perceive 
the very objefts themfelves. . Cur igi- 
tur imaginatio confifiat in fola virtuiie 



g 
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qua mens fibi imagines objeSiorum effor^ 
vMve potsjiy eas imprimendo^ ut if a hn 
quar^ fibris cerebri^ certe quo veJiigM 
Spirit uum Animalium qua funt veluti- 
imaginum illarum lineamenta erunt dif- 
tinSiiora et grandiora^ eo fertius et difr 
tinSlius mens ohjeHa ilia imaginabituVj. 
Lib. 2. De InqtdrendaVeritatjeyVdXtl^ 
Cap, L 

Now it is clear, that the brain be- 
ing fofter and its fibres more flexible^ 
the fpirits will more eafily imprefs it, 
and the veftiges be more ftrongly 
marked and diftinft. The refiftance 
of the fubftance being lefs; and 
the more diftinft, as the fibres 
in males, being fomething rigid, 
make, by their power of elafticit)^ 

Ibme 
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f<Jfflfc effort to recover their fof- 
nKT'pofition; and thus, in fomemea^ 
'fufe, face the path made by the mo- 
tion of the fpirits, wherdas the fibres 
of female brains, being more flexible, 
.will form thofe images larger and dif- 
tinft, and women of courfe, will have 
"better perceptions of the objefts. 

Let it not be thought, that on this 
account, I am for giving more un- 
derftanding to women than men, I 
only take the liberty of animadverting 
on FatherMalebranche and' indicating 
that fuch an advantage may be infer- 
red from his doftrine, contrary to 
what he himfelf aflerts In another 
part of his work ; but what 1 affirm 
is, thatby thefe philofophical ratioci- 
nations, any thing " may be proved, 

and 
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aod nothing is really proved. Evoy 
one philofophifes according to ius 
fancy ; and did I write from adisIatioQ, 
humour, or to difplay my wit, J 
could eafily, by deducing a chain of 
confequenccs from received princi- 
ples, fhew that man's underftand- 
ing, weighed in the balance with 
female capacity, would be found fo 
light as to kick the beam. But I am 
far from any fuch thoughts, all I in- 
tend, is to declare my mind, and I 
therefore aver, that neither Father 
Malebranche, nor any other writer 
hitherto, knew the precife mode or 
fpecific mechanifin, by which the or- 
gans of the head afllfi: the faculties of 
the fouL We know not yet, how fire 
burns, or water freezes though ob- 
jefts of fenfe and within the verge of 

the 
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^fil^wdcouch; fen ^vouM Father 
Makbranch^ with the other Carthe* 
Hms perfuade us, that they have 
clearly feen into ail that paifes in the 
moft fecrct rcccflfes of the rational 
ibui. 

Nor can I at aU agree with thofe po- 
rtions, which reducing the whole to 
mechanifm, make the mind as mate- 
rially delineacing the images of objefts 
in the braJB^ as d)e burin ojq the cdp- 
per-plaie* I am not ignorant of the 
I may iay> unfunsnomital:^ difficulties 
connefted with Ariftotle*s intentional 
fpecies; but an inference from the 
premiilb is, that all we do on both 
fides, is no more than touching the 
hem of natuit'8 outlaid garment. 
We aU grope in the dvk, and none 

fo 
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fo blind as they who fancy they fee 
things in the cleareft light, like Har- 
pa&a, a female flave of Seneca's, who, 
even after a total deprivation of fight, 
would infift it was as ftrong as ever. 
It is certain, that they who moft pleaie 
themfelves with their extraordinary iii- 
• fight into natural phenomena, are the 
moft expofcd to dangerous errors, as 
he who walks boldly on in a dark place 
is moft in danger of making a falfe 
ftep, whereas he who confidering the 
darknefs of the way, treads with cir-- 
cumfpeftion, cannot well receive any 
great hurt. 

But, allowing father Malebranche, 
and the Carthefian tribe, that the re- 
prefentation of objefts is conveyed to 
the mind by material delineations fo 

formed 
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foi-med in the brain by the courfe of 
tlie ipirits, it muft likewife be allowed, 
that the brain of women being fofter, 
the images niufl:, from the impref- 
fiblity of the lubftance, be more 
ftrongly marked, and what is to be 
inferred from this ? Why, father Malc- 
branche's doftrine admits of both 
inference's, that women have a better 
underftanding than men, and likewife 
that they have not fo good an under- 
ftanding. The firft is implied in the 
place above cited, and the fecond, 
bccaufe when he harangues againft 
women, he makes thofc very lively 
imaginations proceeding from the 
more ftrongly marked delineations 
to impede the right underftanding of 
the objefts. Cum enim tenuiora Gbje£Ia 
itigentes in delicatis cerebri Jibris exaitent 

L motus^ 
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metuSj in menta protinus etiam excitant 
fenfatianes it a vividasj ut Ma occupetur* 
Lib. 2. Part 2. Cap. i.) 

But the latter is contrary to all rea- 
foh, for the larger the images, fo 
far from not giving juftreprefentatiohs 
of the objefts, even though thefe be 
fmall, are rather helpful to percep- 
tion» as corpufcles are beft feen through 
the mifcrofcope. And the livelinefs 
of the imagination, not being fb ex- 
ceflive as to rife to frenzy, contributes 
greatly to a right conception of the 
object. 

But 

* For fmall objcfts exciting great motions in the 
delicate fibres of the brain, thefe inftantaneoully 
excite fuch forcible fenfations in the mind, that 
it is intirely taken up with diem. 
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. But this greater foftnefs of the brain, 
in reality, neither implys the one 
nor the other, neither a fuperiority nor 
an inferiority in the female intellefts, 
as the impreflions of the fpirits, cannot 
from it be inferred to be larger -, and 
from this largenefs, it is that both the 
contrarieties are deduced. The rea- 
fon is, the movement or impulfe of 
the fpirits may be proportioned to 
the impreflibility of the fubftance, and 
thus make no greater impreffion than 
that of more rapid Ipirits on a brain 
of a ftronger texture, as by mode- 
rating the adion of the hand as fuper- 
ficial a line may be traced on wax, 
as thofe which a greater force of the 
hand would make in lead. After all, 
what I think of this whole fyftem 
of female brains is that bodily mo- 
dons may be lefs vigorous and for- 

L 2 C&Jift. 
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cible in them than men, as the nerves 
which have their origin in the fibres 
of the brafai, and the fpinal marrow 
muft of courfe be lefs ftrong or moved 
by fainter impulfes ; but not that the 
mental operations of women are more 
or lefs perfeft. 



SECTION XVI. 

But it is time to ftrike out of the 
rugged paths of philofophy into the 
flowery walks of hiftory, and prove 
by examples, that female intellefts 
are equally capable of the moft ab- 
ftrufe faiences, as thofe of men ; and 
this is indeed the beft way for con- 
vincing the generality, all examples 
weighing more with them than rea- 

fonsj 
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fons, which it is not given to all to 
comprehend. To enumerate every 
example occuring in hiftory, would 
be tedious ; I ftiall only cite fbme of 
thofe women^ who, in thefe latter 
ages, have moft diftinguiftied them- 
felves by literature and fcience, both 
in our own country, Spain, and the 
neighbouring kingdoms. 

Ann de Cervaton, lady of the bed- 
chamber to Queen Ferdinand the 
Catholic's fecond confort, was cele- 
brated for her learning and^arts, even 
more than for her beauty; for which 
fhe was looked upon as abfolutely the 
fineft woman of the whole court. In. 
Lucio Mareneo Siculo, are fome La- 
tin letters written- by the author to 
that lady, and her anfwers in the fame 
language. 

L 3 Ifabdk 
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Ifabella dc Joya, who flouriihed 
in the fixteenth century. It is related 
of her, that fhe preached in the ca- 
thedral of Barcelona, to the admira- 
tion of a croiided audience (I fuppofe 
the prelate vrho allowed of fuch a no- 
velty, was of opinion that the Apof- 
tie's injunftion, in the firft epiftle to 
the Corinthians againft women Ipeak- 
ing in church, admits of fome excep- 
tions equally with that in the firft epif- 
tle to Timothy, againft their teaching, 
it being certain from the Afts of the 
Apoftles, that Prifcilla, a fellow la- 
bourer with the fame Apoftle, inftruc- 
ted ApoUos in the doftrine of the 
gofpel. Afterwards going to Rome, in 
in the pontificate of Paul III. fhe fol- 
ved many knotty points in the books 

of 
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of the fubtile Scotiis, before the whole 
college of Cardinals, and highly to 
their fatisfaftion. But an honour in- 
comparably greater is, her having in 
that capital of the univerfe, brought 
over a confiderable number of Jews 
to the Catholick religion. 

Louifa Sigea, a native of Toledo, 
but of French extraction, belides her 
profound acquaintance, both with phi- 
lofophy, and philology, was remar- 
kable for her knowledge in languages, 
being fuch a miftrefs of the Latin, 
Greek, Hebrew, 'Arabic and Syriac> 
that Ihe wrote to Pope Paul III. a let- 
ter in each of thofc five languages. 
Her father Diego Sigeo, being after- 
wards called to the court of Lifbon, 
to be preceptor to the duke of Bra- 

L 4 ganza. 
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ganza. The Infanta, King Emanners 
daughter, having a great tafte for lite- 
rature, would have the learned Louifa 
about her peribn ; and recommended 
her to a veiy honourable and very ad- 
vantageous marriage. 

Oliva Sabuco de Nantes, born at 

Alearaz, had a moft fublime and cx- 

tenfive genius,, which fhines forth in 

her writings, on phyfical, medical, 

moral, and political fubjefts. But 

what Ihe derives her greateft luftre 

jfrom, was her new phifiological and 

medical fyftem; in which, contrary; 

to all the ancients, (he maintains that 

it is not the blood which nourifhes 

our bodies, but that white juice, 

which iffuing from the brain, pervades 

all the nerves j and to diftempers in 

this 
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tliis vital lymph, (he attributes moft 
difeafes and complaints. This fyftem^ 
which was negledled in Spain, raifed 
the admiration and enflamed the 
curiofity of England, that now fo- 
reigners aflUme the honour of it,, 
tiough in reality, due to a Spanifh. 
lady. And here I cannot but lament 
the unhappy, I was going to call it 
perveile, temper of my countrymen; 
who, that they .may like the produc- 
tion of their own country, it muft be 
made up and fold to them by foreign- 
ers. It farther appears^ that this emir 
nent woman, was prior to the celebrated 
des Cartes in the opinion that the ra^ 
tiojial foul refided in the brain, but 
extending it to the whole fubftance, 
and not like des Cartez, confinmg. it 
to the pineal gland. Donna Oliva, 

was 
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was fo confident of her ability to de- 
fend her opinions however Angular, 
that in the dedication of one of her 
works to the prefident of Caftille, (he 
requefts that an aflembly of the moil 
learned naturaliils and phyficians 
might be convened, offering to (hew 
beyond denial, that the natural phi- 
lofophy and phyfic, then taught in the 
fchools, were wide of the mark. She 
flouriflied in the time of Philip IL 

Bcmarda Fcrreyra, befides her ac- 
quaintance with feveral languages, and 
the harmony of her poetry, was very 
well verfed in rhetoric, philofophy, 
and mathematics. Her works are 
chiefly poetical -, and our celebrated 
Lopez de Vega, as a teftimony of his 
regard to the merit of this extraordi- 
nary 
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nary lady, dedicated to her, that beau* 
tiful elegy, intitled P&7//>. 

Juana Morella, a native of Barce- 
lona, was a prodigy of erudition* 
Her father being obliged to quit 
Spain for a homicide, fled to Lions 
in France, where the genius of this 
lingular child emitting fome fcintilla- 
tions of its future replendency, no- ' 
thing was fpared in ^ving her a fui- 
table education -, and Ihe made fuch 
rapid progrefles in the career of lite- 
rature, that at the age of twelve years, 
(which.was the year 1607) fhe pub- 
licly mdntained Thcfes in philofo- 
phy, and dedicated them to Margaret 
of Auftria, Queen of Spain. Guy 
Patin, and he lived at that time, fays, 
that in her eighteenth year, Ihe held 

a public 
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ji public difputation in the Jefuit's col- 
lege at Lions.' Slle had a profound 
knowledge of philofophy, divinity, 
niufic, and jurifprudence, belides 
fpeaking fourteen languages ; till at 
length, tired with the comparative 
vanity of all human excellencies, fhe 
entered into the convent of St. Praxc- 

# 

dis at Avignon. 

The famous Mexico nun, lifter 
Juana Ines de la Cruz is univerfally 
known for the fublimity, force, and 
erudition of her poems, that any en- 
comium of her would be fuperfluous. 
I ihall only fay, that her loweft talent 
was that of poetry, though it be what 
has moft raifed her fame. Many 
Spanilh poets greatly furpafs her in 
harmony, but, perhaps not one equals 

her 
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her in variety and extent of know- 
ledge. She was natural, but fome- 
thing deficient in energy. Her criti- 
cifm on father Vieyra's fermons, fhews 
tke poignancy of her wit 5 but it muft 
be allowed not to come up to that of 
the matchlefs Jefuit, whom Ihe at- 
tacks •, and is it any thing ftrange that 
a woman ftiould be inferior to that 
man, whom no preacher has hitherto 
equalled for fublimity of thought, fo- 
lidity of argument, and a perlpicuous 
force of expreffifMi ? 



SECTION XVII. 

France has produced many learned 
ladies, they having a greater oppor- 
tunity for ftudying, and, I believe, 

likewife. 
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likewife, greater liberty than with us. 
Having confined myfelf to the moft 
celebrated of my own countrywomen, 
I flatter myfelf, the French ladies will 
excufe my obferving the like brevity 
with regard to them- 

Suzan de Habert, wife to Charies 
de Jardin, sui officer of the houfhold 
to king Henry III. underflood philo- 
fophy and divinity; was very well ac- 
qu^nted with the doftrines of the pri- 
mitive fathers, and had acquired no 
fuperficial knowledge of the Spanilh, 
Italian, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew 
languages. But her real glory con- 
fided more in her fandlity of manners 
and devotion than in all the the vaft 
compafe of her learning, 

Mary 
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Mary de Goumey, a native of Paris, 
and of an illuftrious family. The 
learned Dominick Baudius, ufed to 
call her the French Syren. Her genius 
and literature were io celebrated, 
that there was fcarce a great man 
who did not think it an honour to cor- 
refpond with her; in her cabinet, 
werp found letters from the Cardinals 
de Richlicu, Bentivoglio, Perron, St, 
Francis de Sales, from the duke of 
Mantua, Erycius Puteanus, Juftus 
Lipfius, Balzac, Maynard, Heinfius, 
Caszar Capacio, Carlos Pinto, and 
many other of the m<^ eminent lite- 
rati of that age. 

Magdalene Scuderi, very juftly cal- 
led the Sappho of her age^ as undoubt- 
edly 
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^dly equal to that celebrated Grecian 
poctcfs for tlie beauty of her compofi- 
tions ; and for purity of manners and 
virtue, they are not to be named on 
the fame day. She made her genius 
always fubfervient to excellent pur- 
pofes. Her Artamenefor^ Cyrus 
the Great, and Clelia ; which, after the 
manner of Barclay's Argenis, conceal 
under the veil of novels, many im- 
portant pieces of real hiftory, are ex- 
quifite compofitions, and, in my opi- 
nion, beyond any thing of the kind, 
written either in France or any other 
nation, Argenis alone excepted. The 
fublimity andjuftnefs of the thoughts; 
the natural connexion of the fable -, 
the pathos and force of the arguments, 
the livelinefs of the defcriptions, and 
the eafy purity, inajefly, and energy 

of 
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tif the ftile, form an admirable whole ; 
and, as a ftill greater embellilhment, 
the love parts are condufted with the 
utmoft decency ; the moral virtues ex- 
hibited in the moft engaging beauty,' 
and the heroic fhine in the moft re- 
iplendent brilliancy* Such was the re- 
gard paid to the aftohiihing literature 
of madam Scuderi, that all the aca- 
demies, which admitted perfons of her 
lex, honoured her with an invitation 
to become a inenjbef . In the year 
tSyiy She gained the French acada-^ 
tny*i5 prize of eloquence, which was 
• eqU^ to' a formal declaration of that 
Sluftrious body, that fhe exceeded all 
France in eloquence. Lewis XIV. 
who was never wanting to rccompence 
tnerit, fettled on her a penfion of 200 
liyiDes pef y'ear, and Cardinal Maza- 

M rin. 
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riui had, long before,, bouiuifully^re- 
mcmbcred her m his witt; another. 
lienfion fhe enjoyed £rom the. liber* 
ality of that exceUent,peribia Lewis 
de Boneherat, who fo. wocthilyr fijUbl 
the high office of ChancejUor of 
France, , that- after a. veryr ufeful and. 
irreproachable life,. Ihe died fiill: of 
year5 ajad gjory in i7oi.*, 

Antemcttr 

order. o£ the: Kol]lt Ghpflt tiyn oftUdy R«t» 
fpouie to the.Dukc.de. Retz^ . a knig^ oCth«l/u> 
der : Her wit and tafte for the fcieoces, were not 
l^fs celebrated than her beauty* It was ike who 
as lingttift to Cathbrine de Medkis, anfwered 
the am^aiSidocs of Fbknd». who btooi^ht th!» 

Doke of Aojon tbe intonvrt^ofv^. tisSlifm^ 

that crowiu Wbaf /t/o^daU viAoft. « 'wtc^i^M 

age ! crieS; a man. oC letters on this occafioa; 

/q Ihtk acquainted witb tbi IMn in/ere the French 

uobltmmp 
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ABtt>niette de 1ft Guardie^ a French* 
lady, whofemind' aiid* body^weni fo- 
fuitable, that it was faid of her, na- 
ture had taken pkafure to blend all 
the gmces of the mind and body, ini 
one womani She fo far diftingilifiied' 
berfelf in poetry, that at^ aitimer when< 
that aft was highly efteemed,.andicon- 
lequently much cultivated in» Etanoe^t 
^-that large and populous kingdom 
ccxvid horafibrd a^ man able fo>muQhi 
as" to rival hen She paid^ the debr ofi 
nature in the year 1694,^ leavingi a« 
daughter who inherited'iidl^ber genius';^ 

M 2 ot 

inikmnh that^ ntt . one fwai aUe U toiw9fJe*tmi^. 
thefi awhajfadors^ . dming tiat kngjoumt^ I> be- 
lieve, adds Mr. de Saint Fois^ thist it would be 
tto&meinr our dayv$ aiEd I' d6 not 'really fife* 
mdattttidie great hurt of it lies. 
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of which there could not be a more 
decifive proof, than her gaining the 
French academy's. prize of poctty. 

fl 

Lady Mary Magdalene Gabriel de 
Montemart, daughter to the 'Duke 
de Montemart, and a beiiediAine 
nun, was born with every diipofition 
requifitc to the moft abftraft and fub-' 
lime fciences, having a moft happy 
memory with equal penetration and- 
judgment. In her childhood, Ihe' 
made herfelf miftrefs of the Spanifh, 
Italian, and Greek; at the age of 
15, being prefented to Maria Thercfa^* 
»of Auftria, on that Princefs's arrival at 
Paris, fhe was admired by the whole 
court for her fluency and eloquence "^ 
in fpeaking Spanifli. She was. inti- 
mately acc^uainted, both with the an* . 

iient^ 
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llic, dogmatic, C3q)ofitive and myftic 
divinity. She fignalized herfelf by 
fome tranflations highly celebrated, 
particularly, that of the firft book of 
the Iliad i and employed her pen on 
-morality, V criticifm, and natural phi- 
Ibfophy. Her letters were efteemed 
fuch a treafure, that even Lewis XIV. 
himfelf always expreffed great pleafure 
at receiving any: the produftions of 
her mufe were admirable but not 
many; and thofe after reading them 
once, Ihe ufed to commit to the 
flames; a facrifice- which her humility 
made of many other of her works, and 
would have made of all, had fhe con- 
fulted only her own fentiments. She 
was no lefs eminent for devotion and 
her capacity for government equalled 
^ " . M 3, her 
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•Ker eruditioh* In legard to fuch a 
confteUaiion cf endowments, flie was 
chofen ASbhtk 'General of the -con^-* 
gregation of Fontevranl> of the order 
of Sl Benedi6tvin ^hich is this^fingu- 
larity, that though xompofed of s 
great number of menaileries of boik 
fexes divided into four provbces, all 
are under the jurifdiftion of the Abbejr 
of Fontevrard, a magnificent monai^ 
try, and no lefs famous for the noble 
birth than the fandity of its siembers, 
counting no le& than fourteen -Prin- 
cefies among its Abbefles, and of thefe 
five of the houfe of Bourbon. This 
lady difcharged that high pofl: with, 
univerfal applaufc, and to the great 
edification and increafe of her congre- 
gation. 

Mary 
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Mary Jacqueline de.Blemur, a be- 
nedidline nun,; who, fays the very 
karned father Mabillon, mhs Eftud. 
Mmafiic Biblwt. ecchfidjl. Seft. KIL 
4Con^ofed the BenediHine year^ in 
^ven quarto volumes, and likewife 
the lives of illuftrious perfons of that 
order, in two volumes quarto. 

Ann le Fevre, commonly known 
by the name of madam Dacier, was 
daughter to the very learned Ta- 
naquil le Fevre, whom however fhe 
equalled in erudition, and furpaffed 
in eloquence and beauty of ftile in 
her native language. Her capacity 
chiefly difplayed itfelf in criticifm, 
that at leaft, relatively to prophane 
authors, there was not a man in her 

M 4 time 
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time either in France or out of it^ 
who did not refer to her judgment. 
She tranflated feveral Greek authors^ 
with the addition of valuable notes-. 
Her paffion for Honaier drew hc!r into 
feveral controverfies, though thefe 
only ferved to Ihow her literature, 
judgment, and wit, to greatef advan- 
tage: particularly, fhe afferted the fu*- 
pericrity of the Greek poet to Virgil^ 
againft fome critics who had openly 
endeavoured to bring him into difret- 
pute, as Monfieur de la Mothe of the 
French academy: and though fome 
fticklers for the Latin poet fided with 
the academican, they could not deny 
his authority to be but of little weight 
as unacquainted with the Greek 
tongue in which Homer wrote -, whercr 
a§ his learned antagonift underflood ijt 

as 



•as* well as any perfon living'; and aii 
impartial judge will farther confider, 
that it is only a few -Latin authors 
and not fo much as one Greek, who 
place Virgil above or on a level with 
Homer-, when all the Greeks and 
many of the Latins declare in favour 
of the latter. Velleius Paterculus^ 
that charming hillorian, gives him 
this high encomium, as he had nobody 
before him to imitate^ fo neither has 
any one appeared able to imitate him. 
Madam. Dacier died 1720, and in the 
feventy-fixth year of her age. ^ v 



SECTION. XVIII. 

Italy rivals France in learned wo:- 

men, but for the fame reafon that v/e 

reduce 
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fcduee the French to a fmaQ num^ 
bcr, we fhall obfenre the like amd&* 
nefs towards the Italians. 

Dorothea -Bucca, a native of "Bo- 
logna, having from her infancy fecen 
deftined for literature, made fuch pro- 
grefles in it, that the univcrfity con- 
ferred on her a difiiriftion, till then 
unprecedented, creating her a dofter ; 
and accordingly, for many years, fhc 
held leftures which were greatly fre- 
quented. She flourilhed in the 15th 
century.. 

Ifotta Nogarola, bom at Verona, 
was the oracle of' her age -, for befides 
her profound knowledge in philofo- 
phy and divinity, and the works of 
the fathers, (he v/as miftrefs of feveral 

languages, 
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languages, and part of her chara^fler 
is, that for doqu^ice, fhe Was n5t 
inferior to the greateft orators of the 
time ; and one no common proof of 
her elocution is, that flie feveral times 
harangued the Popes Nicholas V. and 
Pius 11. and made a moil elaborate 
4>eech at the council of Mantua,, 
which the latter had convened, that 
^ the Chriftian Princes might enter 
into a league againft the Turks. Some 
of Ifotta's works coming to the fight 
of Cardinal Beflarion, that illuftrious 
patron of literature was fo taken with* 
her genius,, that he made a journey 
from Rome to Verona, purely to pay 
her a vifit. This lady departed in the 
jSthyear ofher age, in the year 1466,. 
verifying the Latin verfe 

Immodicis 
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linmodicis brevis eft atas et rarafemBuS^. 

Which may be engliihed,. 
Extremes are feldom laftirtg. . 

Laura Cereti, a native of Breflciai^ 
publickly taught philofophy in that^ 
city, with general applaufe^' at the 
giddy age of i8 years. She fiourifhed 
in the i6th century. 

Caffandra Fideli, was bom at Vc- 
nice, and fo celebrated for her know- 
ledge of the Greek tongue,- philofo- 
phy, divinity, and hiftory, that there 
was fcarce a prince of note in that age^ 
who did not fend her valuable tokens 
of his eftcem ; and among CafTandra's 
admirers, Pope Julius II. and Leo X. 

Lewis 
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3Lewis XT, of France, and their Ca- 
tholic Majefties King. Ferdinand, and 
his Confort Ifabella, particularly dif- ' 
-tinguilhed themfelvcs. After a life of 
.great ufefulnefs, having been the au- 
thor of feveral excellent pieces fhe 
-^ed in the 102 d. year of her age, 
1^67 5 a fignal exception to the above- 
.nUeiitioned aphorifm. 

•i * • •' ■ » 

• • Ca£herii!ie de Cibo, Duchefs of 
^ameririo,' in the Marquifate of Anco- ' 
riiia, had a vety uncommon knowledge 
.X)f the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew; 
.and in philofophy and divinity, fhe was 
.ah adept, but the luftre of her eru- ' 
edition, was farther enhanced by her ' 
iublinie piety. The firft convent of ' 
-Capuchins, was 6f her building. She ' 
4ifcd injtheyeai»i-557. 

>-• • i Martha 
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Martha Marchina^ a NeapolittOi. 
"with a genius, fo far fuperior to her* 
mean birth, that aoiidft all! the em- 
harraffments of trade and labeur^ 
Ihe early madj& herfelf miftrels of the 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, aod dif- 
tinguiihod herfelf by feveral ingenious, 
poems. Such endowments^ howevm*^, 
did not raife her from that low fphere 
in. which ihe had been born : for^ . re- 
moving to Rcone, with a profpeA of" 
a .more eafy fituation, having receiyed- 
many aiTurances of affluence and inde- 
pendency, it is knowa that: ihe la^ 
boured hard to. fupport her family^ by 
makong foap. Had a^^fpicitof that? 
caft enjoyed leifure^. and the other- 
advantages neceflary to a.ftudious.dif' 
pofition, ihe would vundwbtedlyr have: 

proved 



C m ] 

^r<)yed a- prodigy of learning, and 
have received the fame honours as 
fome academies have been pleafed to 
confer on her fex. She died at the 
age of 46 years, in 1 646. 

, liucretia Helena Comaro, an ad- 
^tional : ornament, to that illuftrious- 
family. If ftie brings up the rear in 
this lift, of Italian learned ladies, as 
the mo0^. modern, , yet. in dignityj we 
may fay* without, ther leajft.injuftice to 
asiyone, thatthei pjrecedence is due to 
her. Tixis: lady^ the honour of her^ 
f<wc>, wat: hon^ ijck the: year 1646. Av 
ftnrng proppcdStyito learning declared 
itfijlf eyisftA 'vfk\ her- infanQy> and hen 
pTDgrdRsf wwe- anfwejiaUk^ to fuch. 
€aiiy coTOnicoecments-: f^r after ao- 

<iuuing .. ari gprHMOafiiSialL) kooyifledg^ of ^ 

the 
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the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, Ihe' 
made herfelf miftrefs of the European 
living languages. In philofophy, ma-" 
th6niatics, and divinity, Ihe fo emi-- 
nently diftinguiflied herfelf, that • the^ 
univerfity of Padua imanimoufly re- 
folved to make herDoftor of Divinity, 
and it woiild certainly have takea- 
place, if not oppofed by Cardinal Bar- ' 
barigo Bifliop of the city, from a re-* 
Ipeftful deference to St. PauPis direc- 
tion, that women are not to teach in 
the church ; therefore not to violate- 
that canonical rule, neither be wanting* 
in regard due to Helena's extraordinary 
merit, fhe was created Doftor of phi- 
lofophy, many Princes and Princeiflei, • 
coming from various parts of Italy, to 
grace the ceremony. Such an aflehi-- 
blage of fcience and literature, coxd4^ 

only 
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only be furpafled, as it was by her 
fingiilar piety. At the age of twelve 
y^ars, ihe made the vow of virginity, 
and the addrefies of a confiderable 
German prince, who, even offered 
to obtain his holinefe's difpenfation, 
and the entreaties of her parents, 
could make no impreflion on her 
firmnefs ; that to quench at once the 
hopes of many other importunate' 
•fuitors, (he determined to enter into a 
Benediftine nunnery *, but being hin- 
jdred by her father, /he went as far 
as Ihe could, renewing before the Ab- 
bot of the monaftery of St. George, 
lier vow of virginity and other reli- 
gious vows, as an oblate of the order 
oi St. Benedi<a. This devout facri- 
fice of her liberty was followed by fo 
.exemplary a Kfe within her father's 

N houfe. 
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houfe^ as would have been admired 
in a convenL Such was her love 
of retirement, and fuch her re- 
luftance againft appearing in public, 
that, though in compliance with her 
father's repeated commands, flie did 
fometimes come into company, it af- 
fcfted her fo, that (he ufed to fay this 
obedience will be the death of me. And 
indeed, her mundane life was but 
ihort, pafling to a better ftate in her 
thirtieth year, welcomed by angels, 
and lamented by mortals ; leaving be- 
hind her many works, as precious mo- 
numents of her piety and learning. 
Several authors have compofcd for- 
mal penegyrics on this extraordinary 
woman, particularly Gregorio Leti in 
his Raguallos HifioricoSj or a Hijtorical 
€oUe£lionSy in which he terms . her a 

Heroine 
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Heroine of Literature^ Prodigy of Science^ 
an Angel in Beauty and Purity. * 



SECTION XIX. 

Germany, amidfl: all its dreary frofts 
and fnowS) prefents us with a woman, 
Ihining in the warmeft irradiations of 
genius, the fine arts and erudition. 

N 2 This 

A learned Italian lady of our own times, is 
^ignora Anglefe, daughter to a creditable 
tradefxnan in Milan, famed, throughout all Eu- 
rope, for her knowledge of the fcholaflic lan- 
guages and a profound treatife on Analyiis, 
which, beiidefi elogiums tranfmitted to her from 
all fcientificai fociedes has gained her a profef- 
forfhip of mathematics in the univcrfity of Bo»- 
logna. Her ftudies, her fuccefles. nor the in- 

treatics 



lll^ ■ ■ I ■>■ fl ^ M II 



[ i8o ] 

This was the famous Ahna Maria 
Schurman, the glory of upper and 
lower Germany, being born at Co- 
logne, and by defcent a Fleming: 
a more general capacity has never 
been feen in either fex ; her compre- 
henfive mind embracing all arts and 
Iciences ; every difficulty in them yield- 
ed to her penetration. In her fixth 

year 

treaties of her father, have not been able to 
extinguiih the call which fhe conceives to have 
felt in her childhood, to enter among the Blue 
Girh : than which there are iewor4ers more au- 
ilere. Since her Other's death, fhe has given 
herfelf up to the moil fublime devotion ; and 
has faciificed to chriftian felf denial, all thofe 
enjoyments to which her fine qualities and literary 
acquirements had already made her way, among 
the better part of mankind. Ohjervatiom /tar P 




year fhc could cut moft delicate 
figures in paper, without any teacher 
or pattern; at eight, Ihe, In a few 
days, learned to draw and colour 
flowers in a mafterly manner: in her 
tenth year, only three hours praftice 
brought her to an admirable delicacy in 
embroidery; but her talents for more 
exalted employments lay hidden till, in 
her thirteenth year they declared them- 
felves on this occafion. As her brothers 
ufed to learn their leflbns at home, it 
was obferved that in their repeating 
them when they were at a lols or faid 
wrong, Anna Maria ufed to put them 
right; though, while they were con- 
ning their leflbns, flie feemed wholly 
taken up with her needle. This fign, 
together with others which ftie fre- 
quently gave of her difpofition and 

N 3 capacity, 
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capacity, determined her father to let 
her proceed in the career of literature 
at her own pleafure. Accordingly it 
was with aftonifliing rapidity and no 
lefs accuracy that Mifs Schurman 
ranged the vaft expanfe of facred and 
prophane learning, attaining at length 
to the pofleflion of almoft every hu- 
man fcience, together with divinity 
and a reflecftive knowledge of the fcrip- 
tures, fcarce ever parallelled. She 
was perfeflly acquainted with the 
German, Dutch, Englifh, French, 
Italian, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Sy- 
riac, Chaldean, Arabic, and the Ethi- 
opian languages; and her poetical ge- 
nius has left fcveral monuments ftill 
much efteemed. She excelled in the 
liberal arts no lefs than in the fcienccs 
.^nd larL£?;uages. Bcfides her fkill in 



^ 



touching 
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touching feveral inftniments ; fhe Rad 
a fcientific knbwledge of mufic. She 
likewile handled the pencil, chiz- 
zel and burin with great delLqagy. It 
is faid that in a waxen image of her- 
felf, and of her own making, fome 
pearls appeared fo natural, that they 
were not imagined to be wax, till fhe 
pricked them with a needle. Her 
letters were very much efteemed, not 
only for the elegancy of the ftile, but 
likewife for the inimitable beauty of 
the hand, that any little piece of her 
writing was laid up in mufeums as a 
xnoft valuable curiofity. There was 
fcarce a perfonage of note in her time 
who did not fend her tokens of his 
cfteem, and^ at the fame time, defired 
her correfpondence as a favour. 
LoMfa Maria Gonzaga, Queen of 

N 4 Poland 
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Poland, in her journey *to that king- 
dom, condcfcended to pay Mifs Schur- 
man a vifit at her own houfe. She 
declined marriage ; though many very 
advantageous matches were offered 
her^ efpecially M. Catoe, penfionary of 
Holland and likewife an excellent 
poet, who compofed fome very polite 
verfes in praife of his charmer when 
fhe was only fourteen years of age. 
This incomparable woman, who de- 
ferved immortality, if immortality on 
earth be defirable, died in the year 
1678, in the feventy-firft year of hec 



age. 



SECTION XX. 

Omitting many other learned wo- 
men, who have done honour to their 

feveral 
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fcveral countries, I fhall conclude with 
a late inftance from Afia, as one evi- 
dence among many, that female abili- 
ties are not confined to Europe alone. 

V 

This (hall be of the beautiful, 
learned, and virtuous Sitti* Maani, 
fpoufeto the famous travellor Peter 
de la Valle. Maani was born m Me- 
fopotamia, thus that happy pro- 
vince within which, fome expofi- 
tors place paradife had the honour of 
producing two Rachels ; it being cer- 
tain that Haran where Jacob's be- 
loved wife received her birth, was a 
place in Mefopotamia. Being early 

diftinguifhed 



• A tide among the Perfians, equal to that 
of Lady 
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great merit, both exchanging the wor- 
ihip of their country for that of their 
huibands, both fpending part of life in 
peregrinations with their hufbands^ 
and at length both died in the flower 
of their age, and on a journey. But in 
their obfequies the confort of one 
feems very different from that of 
the other, Mn de la Valle, in re- 
gard and elegance much furpafling 
the patriarch Jacob. The latter bu- 
ried his Rachel on the fame road 
where flie died, which apparently 
fpeaks a want of due regard, but the 
conftant affeftion yf the patriarch muft 
incline us to fuppofe that it was not 
without fome powerful reafon either 
myftic or natural-, befides he carefully 
recommended Rachel's corpfe to Jo- 
feph, acquainting him with the place 

of 
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of Its interment Mr. la Valle dif- 
charged his laft duty with very Angu- 
lar circumftances : for after embalm- 
ing the body of his adored Maani in 
•the moft coftly manner, and laying it 
in a very magnificent coffin, he car- 
ried it with him in his travels over Afia 
and other parts, for four years fuc- 
jcelfively, till his arrival at Rome, there 
he depofited thofe precious remains 
in his family vault, in the church of 
Santa Maria de jira Ccsli^ and with all 
the fplendor and folemnity confiftent 
iwith the cereijTony; Mr. de la Valle 
himfelf pronouncing the funeral ora- 
tion till excefs of grief aftually flop- 
ping his voice, his eyes poured forth 
the peroration in floods of tears. 



SECTION 



£ igo ] 



SECTION XXI. 

In this catalogue of learned wo- 
men, all thofe of antiquity arc omit- 
ted, as occuring in various books; 
and many of the modern, to avoid pro- 
Iixit}\ It is fufficient to know, and in- 
deed it feems the principal point, that 
the generality of women, applying 
themfelves to literature or the fciences, 
have excelled; whereas among men of 
ftudious profeflions, fcarce three or 
four out of a hundred, turn out real 
Scholars. 

?? 

But leaft women fhould from.jthis 
refleftion, take occafion to conceit 
themfelves even of a fuperior capacity 
to men, they muft be told as a check 

to 
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to fuch prefumption, that fuch inequa- 
lity in literary progreffes, is owing to 
this •, that thofe women only, in whom 
either they who have the care of their 
education, or they themfelvcs perceive 
a particular difpofition and aptitude 
for fcientifical attainments, are put to 
a formal courfe of ftudy, whereas in 
men no fuch choice is made, their fa- 
thers, without minding either their 
capacity, or incapacity, fend them to 
School, then to the univerfity, as pof- 
fibly being their moft ready way of pro- 
viding for their Ions, or even make their 
fortune : And the generality of men, 
not being of very bright and compre- 
henfive parts, their progrefles in learn- 
ing muft neceflarily make no great 
£gure. 



Father 
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Father Tt]00 having for reafonsbeft 
known to himfelf thought fit to pafs over 
the females of thefe ijlands^ I take the li- 
ter ty of infer ting three or four ^ in com- 
memoration of a few out of many\ after 
the example of my original. 



Conftantia Grierfon, one of the moft 
extraordinary women that this or any 
other age has produced, was born in 
the county of Kilkenny, in Ireland, 
(Mrs. Barber's preface to her poems) 
She died in the the year 1733, at the 
age of twenty-feven, and was allowed 
long before to be an excellent fcholar, 
not only in Greek and Roman litera- 
ture, but in hiftory, divinity, philofo- 

phy, 
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phy, and mathematics. She gave a 
procrf of her knowledge, in the Latin 
tongue, by her dedication of the Dub- 
lin edition of Tacitus to the Lord 
Carteret; and by that of Terence, to 
his fon, to whom flie likewife wrote a 
Greek epigram. She compofed feveral 
fine poems in Englilh, feveral of which 
are inferted by Mrs. Barber among 
her own. When the Lord Carteret 
was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, he 
obtained a patent for Mn Gricrfon, 
her hufband, to be th^ King's printer, 
and to diftinguifh and reward her un- 
common merit, had her life inferted 
in it. Befides her parts and learning, 
Ihe was alfo a woman of great virtue 
and piety. Mrs. Pilkington has recor- 
ded fome particulars of Mrs. Grierfon, 
iuid tells us, that " when about 

O l^ eighteen 
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eighteen years of age, fhe was 
brought to her father to be inftruc- 
ted in midwifry •, that (he was mif- 
*' trefs of Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and 
*' French, and underftood the mathe- 
*' matics as well as moft men : and 
what, fays Mrs. Pilkington, made 
thefe extraordinaty talents yet more 
furprizing was, that her parents 
were poor illiterate country people ; 
fo that her learning appeared like 
the gift poured out on the apoftles, 
of fpeaking ^1 languages without 
" the pains c«f ftudy/* 

Lady Jane Grey was of tlie blood- 
royal of England by both parents. 
Her father, the Duke.of Sufiblk, hav- 
ing himfelf a tinfture of letters, em- 
ployed his two chaplains as tutors to 

his 
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liis daughter, and under their inftruc-r 
tions fhc made fuch a proficiency as 
amazed them. Her own language fhe 
ipoke and wrote with peculiar accu- 
racy. The French, Italian, Latin, and 
cfpecially Greek, were as natur^ to 
her as her own. She not only under- 
ilood them perfeftly, but fpoke and 
wrote them with the greateft facility 
and terfenefs. She was verfcd likcwifc 
in Hebrew, Chddee, and Arabic, and 
all this while a mere child. She had 
alfo a fedatenefs of temper, a qAiick-^ 
nefs of apprehenfion, and a fblidity of 
judgment that enabled her not only 
to become the miftrefs of languages, 
hut of fciences, fo that flie thought, 
fpoke, and rcafoned upon fubjefts of 
the greateft importance, in a manner 
that fufprized even thofe, who from 

O 2 their 
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their own abilities were not much in- 
clined to efteem what the reft of the 
world would have thought very extra- 
ordinary. With thefe high endow- 
ments fhe had fo much mildnefs, hu- 
mility, and modefty, that flie fet no 
value at all upon thofe acquifitions. 
She was naturally fond of literature, 
and that fondnefs was much heigh- 
tened as well by the feverity of her 
parents, in the feminine part of her 
education, as by the gentlenefs of her 
tutor, Aylmer, in this : when morti- 
fied and confounded by the unmerited 
chiding of the former, fhe returned, 
with double pleafure to the leflbns of 
the latter, and fought in Demofthenes 
and Plato, who were her favourite au- 
thors, that delight that was denied her 
in all the other fcenes of life, in whidi 

ike 
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ihe mingled but little, and feldom with, 
any fatisfaftion. 

When the famous Roger Afcham- 
called on a vifit to the family in Au- 
guft, all the reft of the fex being 
out a-hunting in the park, he went ta 
wait upon Lady Jane in hen apart- 
ment, found her reading Plato's 
Phoedon. Aftoniftied at it, prefently 
after the firft comi^iments were paft, 
he alked her why flie Ihould lofe fuch 
paftime as there needs muft be in the 
park ; at which- fhe anfwered, fmiling 
*' I wift" all their fport in the park is 
** but a Ihadow to that pleafure I find 
" in Plato. Alas ! good folk, they 
" never knew what true pleafure 
"meant." This naturally leadinghim. 
to enquire how a lady of her age, for 
O 3 flie 
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Ihe could not then be above fourteerr 
at moft, had attained to fuch a depth 
of pleafure both in the Platonic lan- 
guage and philofophy, fhe made the 
following very remarkable reply : " I 
will tell you, and I will tell you a 
truth which perchance you may 
marvel at. One of the greatcft be- 
nefits which ever God gave me, is 
that he fent me fo fharp and fevere 
parents, and fo gentle a fchool- 
maftcr. For when I am in prefence- 
either of father or mother, whether 
I fpeak, keep filence, fit, ftand, or 
go, eat, drink, be merry, or fad, be 
fewing, playing, dancing, or doing 
any thing elfe, I am fo Iharply taun- 
ted, fo cruelly threatened, yea pre- 
fently fometimes with pinches, rips, 
and bobs, and other ways, which I 

" fhall 
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■' (hall not name for the honour I bear 
*' them, fo without meafure mifor- 
*' dered, that I think myfelf in hell, 
'* till time come that I muft go to Mr. 
*' Aylmer ; who teacheth me fo gently, . 
*' fo pleafantly, with fuch f^r allure- 
" ments to learning, that I think all 
*• the time nothing while I am with 
"him; and when I am called from 
** him, I fall on weeping, becaiile 
" whatfoever I doelle but learning, is 
"full of grief, trouble, fear, and 
" wholly mifliking unto me. . And ^ 
*' thus my book hath been fo much- 
" my pleafure, and bringeth daily to 
** mc more pleafure and more, that in 
" refped of it all other pleafures in 
" very deed be but trifles and troubles 
" ufrto me." What reader is not 
melted with this fpcech ? What fcholar 

O 4 does. 
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docs not envy Afcham'is felicify at this 
interview ? He was indeed very deeply 
affefted with it, and to that impreflion 
we owe the difcovery of fome further 
anecdotes concerning this loveFy 
fcholar. 

Lady Jane's charafter receives a 
great luftre from her moral and poli- 
tical life, that, take her for all in all, 
impartiality will rank her with any 
female worthy produced by the au- 
thor •, but in conformity to his fuc- 
cinAnefs, fhall avoid dwelling on far- 
ther particulars, and only mention the 
refpeftable names of the Countefles of 
Derby and Winchelfea, Carter, Rowe, 
Read, and the patriotic Mrs. Mac- 
cauley, at this prefent time writing a 

Hiftory 
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Hiftory of England, in the flyle of x 
Lyttelton, and the fpirit of a Sidney. 

My opinion therefore is agaiitft all 
declamation about an inequality in 
the capacities of either fex; but if 
women, to recriminate on thofe imr 
pertinent delpifers of their genius for 
the arts and fciences, are for throwing 
by the defenfive, and take upon them 
to a(5t the ofFenfive part, and enterr 
tain themfelves with difputing maf- 
teries againft men, they may ufe the 
arguments fet forth in the preceeding 
part of this difcourfe where we evince 
that the fame phyfical maxims with 
which it is pretended to depreciate the 
capacity of woraen,^ rather make in 
favour of their undcrftanding, as fur- 
perior to ours. 

To 
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To which we (hall add the autho- 
rity of Ariftotle himfelf, who, in fe- 
veral places teaches that, in all kinds 
of animals, cxprefsly including the 
human fpecics, the females are more 
cunning and ingenious than the males, 
particularly in his ninth book of the 
hiftory of animals. Chap. I. where he 
pronounces thefoUowing fentence : In 
omnibus^ veroj quorum procreath efiy 
faninam^ £5? maremfimili fere modo na- 
tura dijiinxit moribus^ quibus mas dijfert 
afcemina : quod pr/ecipue turn in bomine, 
turn etiam in iis^ qua magnitudine praf- 
tenty (^ quadrupedes vivapar^e Jint^ 
percipitur : funt enim famin^e moribus 
moUioribus^ mite/cunt celeriiis^ 6? ma- 
lum facilius patiuntury difcuni-etiamj 
imitanturque ingeniojius. Nature has 

in 
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in all fpecies efpecially the human ani 
viviporous quadruped*^ diftinguiflied 
the mate, and. female by particular 
qualities: the females being of a fofter 
difpofition, and more patient and 
placable they likewife take a thing 
fooner and are inore ready at imita^ 
tion. 

-^riftotle's authority thus giving to 
woman a delicacy and foftnefe of tem- 
per, and likewife a genius fuperior to 
that of men, may have great weight 
with thofe who carry their veneration 
of that philofopher fo far as to ftile 
him the all penetrative genius of nature^ 
and the apex of human capacity. 
But I muft advife my fair clients, not 
to build too much upon Ariftotle; 
for at the heels oT the above compli- 
ment 
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mcnt to their mind is the: following 
ccnfure on their heart, 

Verum malitiojiores^ aftutiares famifiie 
funt^i.t. but the females are much more 
i^itefuli wiley and treacherous ; and> 
though a- little after he prefers them to 
men in that amiable attribute of com- 
pailion, he, in the very fame fentence 
brands them with envy, flander, and 
rancour -, that I queftion whether the 
women will agree to the philofopher's 
giving them the fuperiority in under- 
ftanding, accompanied- with fuchugly 
predicaments. It may, however, be 
reafonably inferred that, if he who had 
fo bad an opinion of their morals, al- 
lows them to be more underftanding 
and ingenious, it could^ not be withv 
out manifeft reafoA. 

SECT. 
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SECTION XXIL 

Here it will be proper to fay fome- 
thing of the aptitude of woman for 
the politer arts and civil occupations 
of a higher nature than thofe in which 
the/ arc commonly employed, as 
painting and fculpture. If the women 
who have dedicated themfelves to 
tiiefe arts are not in any great numlDer; 
thofe few have afforded fome excellent 
artifts. Mention has already been 
made of the admirable Anna Maria 
Schurman, fo celebrated for her fkifl 
in painting fculpture, and engraving, 

Italy, as the peculiar refidence x>f the 
fine arts, has, among other celebrated 
female painters, produced three fillers, 
JSopboniJbay Lucia^ and Eurppade Ango- 



£ 2o6 1 

Jcioky the firfl: of whom received an 
iiwitation from the confort of Philip 
II. to come to her court in quality of 
her painter; and fuch was her rcpu- 
' tation that Pope Pious IV. defired a 
potrait of that excellent Queen, by 
Sopbonijba^ as the only pencil of that 
time, worthy to draw a princelst>f her 
.eminent endowments. 

Irene de Spilimberg a Venetian, fo 
far excelled in the fame art, that her 
piftures were frequently miftaken fw 
thofe of Titian whofe cotemporary 
flie was. Fate haftily fnatched her 
from life in her twenty fixth year, her 
very competitor generoufly honouring 
her death with his tears. 

But 
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Terefa de Po, is at prefcnt, if ftiM 
living, in high efteem at Naples for 
her painting; and many valuable 
pieces of her's are to be feen in the 
Marchionefs de Villena's appartment, 
who contiaually emplpyed her, and 
as generoufly rewarded her during her 
refidence at Naples, whilft the Mar^ 
^<}uis was Viceroy. Some Italian wo- 
men have even diftinguiflied them* 
ielves in ftatuary. Propertia de Rc^ 
gained great reputation by the beauty 
vof her defigns, and delicate execution 
in marble ftatues ; but flie herfelf, and 
>even all others were furpafled by the 
inimitable Labinia Fontana. 

France, as far as comes within my 

icnowledge, has only one female 

painter to boaft; but of a merit equal 

^o any praife, this was Ifabella Sophia 

da 
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dc Cheron, more known by the name 
of Madam le Hai who, befides her 
genius for poetry and mufic, was fo 
celebrated for painting, that the Dau- 
phin, fon to Lewis the Great, em- 
ployed her to paint him and his fons; 
The fame mark of efteem fhe received 
from Cafimir V. King of Poland, who, 
after his voluntary abdication of thtt 
crown, refided at Paris ; iikewifc from 
many of the firft nobility in France, 
who condefcended to go and fet for 
their piftures at Ifabella*s houfe and 
the prince of Conde himfelf paid her 
many vifits. The Emperor Jofeph 
offered her a confiderable penfion if 
Ihe would remove to Vienna; and not 
4)revailing, he fent her models of his 
face, and thofe of all the Imperial fa- 
mily, Befides her accuracy in defign 

and 
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mnd propriety of colouring, flie had 
a wonderful facility joining chearfuUy 
in any converfation without the leaft 
interruption to her pencil. But what 
crowned her life was her piety and no- 
blenefs of mind. Thefe, to the fenfibk 
y/orld, rendered her more efteemable 
than all the exquifite performances of 
her hand. Accordingly her death, 
which happened in the year 171 1, was 
as triumphant as her life had been ex- 
emplary. 

Bu^ the equality of the women to 
men, in difpofition and aptitude for 
the fine and noble arts, no where Ihews 
itfelf more than in mufic ; they who 
apply themfelves to that charming 
art, making equal progreffes for the 
time, as any of our fcx; and the maf- 

P ters 



ten find no more difficulty in bring- 
ing girls forward than boys. Imyfelf 
knew a female mulician, who^ before 
ihe had reached her fixteenth year, was 
accounted a very pretty compofer. 
It was defignedly, that in the groupe 
of fo many women juftly celebrated, 
I have omitted the accomplifliments 
and qualities of our illuftrious Queen 
Ifabella Famefc; both becaufe my re- 
fpeft for her Majefty would not al- 
low me to touch on ib facred a fub- 
jcft with fo coarfe a pen 5 and becaufe 
another, much more adequate to the 
fublime fubjeft, has already given the 
world fome glimpfes <^ the radiancies 
beaming from that illuilrious perib- 
aage. 

SECT. 
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SECTION XXIII. 

Some imagine all the premifes to 
be at once overthrown by this fingle 
reply: if women are equal to men 
in underftanding and an aptitude for 
fciences, and political and domeftic 
government^ how comes it that God 
invefled man with the dominion and 
fuperiority over woman; which he 
plainly does by this decree in the thir4 
Chapter of Gencfis: Sub viri foteftati 
€ris: thoujhalt be under the power of thy 
Jmjbandy as unqueftionably the God of 
infinite wifdom would confer the go- 
vernment on. that fex whom he had 
created moft capable of fuch a 
charge* 

P 2 I anfwcr 
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I anfwer, firft, the precife fenfc 
of that text cannot be certainly 
known, by reafon of the difference of 
the verfions. The feptuagint read: 
yldvirum converjio tua. Aquila : ad virum 
focietas tua. Simmachus : ad virum appe- 
titus^ V el impetus tuuSy Thy dejire Jhall 
he to tloy hujband. And according to the 
very learned Benedift Pereyra, the 
plain fenfe of the original Hebrew, 
rendered word for word, is ; Ad virum 
deftderium^ vel concupifcentia tua. To 
tnan^ as tl:>y hujband^ Jhall he thy dejire^ 
or concupifcence. 

■ 

Secondly, the domeftic fubjeftion 
of women may be affirmed to have 
been merely a penalty for the breach 
o/ God's injunftion, and thus would 
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not have taken place in the ftafe of 
innocence, at leaft, the text fays no- 
thing to the contrary : or rather, had 
woman been originally fubjeft to man 
in the ftate of innocence, the all- wife 
and gracious Creator of both would 
not have omitted making this fubor- 
dination known at the formation of 
Eve. Thus it was not on account of 
any fuperior underftanding in man 
that fuch authority was conferred on 
him, but becaufe woman had led the 
way in the tranfgrefTion^ 

Thirdly; even had God originally 
invefted man with an authoritative 
fuperiority over women, that does not 
abfolutely conclude for man's intellec- 
tual fuperiority : the reafon is, that 
though both be equal in talents and 
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underflandingy the decorum and tran* 
quillity of the houfe and family 
required fubordination, as Otherwife it 
would have frequently been a fcene of 
clamour and confufion. All moral 
philofophers, conf(Mrmably to Ariftotlc,, 
agree, that of all the feveral govern- 
ments, the moft defeftive, the moft 
fubjeft to convulsions, is that called 
Democracy, in which every individual 
of the republic fhare in the political 
power-, and between hufband and wife, 
fuch a domeftic government would be 
not only produftive of endlefs confu- 
fion, but really imprafticable ; for, on 
a difference of opinions among a peo- 
ple, the affair in queftion may be de- 
cided by a majority of votes> whereas 
no fuch thing can take place between 
hufband and wife, being only one to 

one 
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one; and thus, on a difagreement, 
matters cannot be made up, the bufi- 
iiefs of the family muft be at a ftand, 
unlefs fct in motion by a proper exer- 
tion of fuperiority. But why, allow- 
ing a ncccflity for one being fuperior 
though their faculties for government 
are equal, did God confer that fupe- 
riority on man ? Many rcafons may be 
alledged from his fuperiority in other 
qualities, as fteadineis and courage^ 
and flius better qualified to form pro- 
per refolutions, and carry them into 
execution. But much better is it to 
fay, that in the divine difpenfations 
the motives generally lie without our 
lerge. 
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SECTION XXIV. 

I fliall conclude this difcourfe with 
an exception, which may be raifeJ 
againft the whole tenor of it ; which 
is, to promote a perfuafion, that both 
fexes are equal in intelleftual qualities, 
is fo far from being of any public 
advantage, that k may rather occafion 
many mifchiefs, as fomenting the 
pride and prefumption of womep. 

• 

This difficulty may be removed' 
only by faying, that in every thing, 
which comes under the cognizance of 
reafon, it is of ufe to difplay truths 
and explode error. A true know- 
ledge of things is valuable in itfelf, 
without regard to any other end. 

Truth 
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Truth has an intrinfical worth, and 
offuch coin the whole treafure of the 
underftanding confifts. Some pieces 
indeed are more valuable than others, 
but not one is ufelefs. Neither can 
the truth which we have proved, of it- 
fclf elevate women to vanity and pre- 
fumption. If they be really our 
equals in mental faculties and in vir- 
tue, there is not the leaft harm in 
their knowing it and thinking fo* 
St. Thomas, fpeaking of vain glory 
lays, that for any one to know and feel 
a complacency in any good or perfeSlion of 
which he is poffeffed^ . is no fin. §luod 
autem aliquis bonum fuum cagnofcat^ et 
approbet^ non eft peccatum. (Se<5l. 2. 2. 
Quaeft. 132. Art. i.) and in another 
part, fpeaking of prefumption, he fays, 
that this fault always arifes from fome 

error 
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error in the underftanding ; therefore, 
as women*s knowing what they arc 
does not lead them to entertain any 
overwcaning conceits of their accom- 
plifliments, it cannot puff* them up 
with vain-glory or prefumptbn; or 
rather, the reftitude g£ mind, which 
it is the fcope of this difcourfe to efta- 
blifh by removing a vulgar error, 
adds no prefumption to women, and 
abates it in men. 

But I claim a ftill greater merit ; 
the maxim which we have corrobo- 
rated, fo far from tending to any mo- 
ral evil, may bring about much good. 
Let it be confidered how many men 
this imaginary fuperiority of talents 
has prompted to undertake criminal 
conquefts on the other fex. In all 

dilputes. 




cfifputcs, a eottfidence or diffidence ii> 
one's own ftrengtE, gready contributes, 
to the gain or lofs of the battle. Matt 
relying on his fuperiority in reaibning,. 
fpeaks boldly ; and woman, thinking; 
herlelf inferior in argument, hears 
with deference and timidity. Who can; 
deny but that here i^ a great prefage 
that he wilt compa& his ends, and ihe 
fall the viftim ? 

Let women therefore be intimately- 
convinced, cherifli a ftrong perfuafion 
that they arc not inferior in fagacity 
to men, then will they confidently en- 
counter their ibphifms, and confound 
their feducers, however artful ia dif- 
guifing their injurious fallacies with 
the pigments of argumentation. If 
women be brought to a perfuafion 
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that man, in refpeft to her, is an oracle^ 
fhe will liften to the bafeft propofal,. 
and acquiefce in the moft notorious 
falfity, as a truth which fhe is not ta= 
queftion. It is well known to what 
Ihocking infamies thofe heretics called 
Molinifts have inveigled many wo- 
men, who, before, were not only irre- 
proachable in their lives, but of fhining, 
charafters; and whence arofe this fadfe- 
duftion, but from entertaining ftrange 
notions of man's fuperior intellefts, 
and an extreme miflruft of their owa 
underftanding, when thofe poifonous. 
docflrines were urged to them ? 

Another very interefting confidera- 
tion is, that any woman yields the 
more eafily to the man whom fhe fan- 
cies to be greatly her fuperior. A 

man 
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man finds little reluftancy to fervc 
another of higher birth, but where 
that circumftance is equal, fervitude 
goes forely againft the grain. It is 
the very fame in our cafe. If a wo- 
man is fo far miftaken as to think man 
of a much more noble fex, and that as 
for herfelf, flie is but an imperfeft 
animal, a kind of inferior being, Ihe 
will think it no fhame to fubmit to. 
him, and the flattery of compliments 
and promife of obfequioufnefs working 
on her own debafmg notion, fhe may 
be led to account that honour which 
is the very worft of infamies. There- 
fore, according to the energetic St. 
Leo, Woman^ entertain a due fenfe af 
thy dignity. Know that our fex is not 
in any refpeSi preferable to thine -, and 
therefore to allow man the dominion over 

thy 
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fby iodyy except when autborifed by the 
facrednefs of marriage^ is JervtUj info- 
mouSy andJinfuL 

I 

I have not yet difpiaycd all the rao* 
ral benefit, which wovdd accrue from 
men and women being cured of their 
mift^e, with regard to the difparity 
of the iexes. It is my real belief, that 
this miftake is of Infinite prejudice to 
the marriage bea. Here fome may 
imagine, I am running into aflrange 
paradox, yet, it is an evident truth, 
413 a little attention will fhew. 

When fome fnonths are elapfed af- 
ter two hearts were united in the 
bands of marriage, the woman lofes 
that high value, which was before 
placed onuher as a new piece of fur- 
niture 
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nltore. The hufband pafles from 
fondnels to coldnefs, and coldneis of- 
ten degenerates into a fettled and de- 
clared contempt. The hulband once 
come to this culpable extremity, be- 
gins to play the mailer, and infult his 
fpoufe, building on the imagined fu- 
periority of his fex. Having imbibed 
thofe common fayings; that the mofi 
knowing woman^ knows as much as a 
raw fcbool hoy*y that their fcull is as 
empty as a bladder fuU offoap-judsj and 
the like elegant apothegms, every 
thing his poor wife fays or does, he 
fneers at. If fhe argues, (he raves, 
every word is an abfurdity, and every 
•adlion a blunder. The allurement of 
1)eauty, if Ihe has any beauty, is now 
t)verlooked. Fruition has thrown t, 
Aade over its brilliancy, and being at 

the 
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the hiifband*s command, it is under- 
valued. All the hufband thinks on, 
now is, that woman is a defeftuous 
creature -, and, when out of humour, 
the bcft word he can afford his wife, 
though ever fo neat and cleanly, is, 
tbatjhe is a foul veJfeL 

Whilft the unhappy wife labours 
under this tyranny, a gallant begins 
to ogle her-, a fmiling countenance 
muft naturally pleafe one wearied out 
of her life with frowns, contemp- 
tuous looks, and imperious geftures. 
This fufficcs to bring about a conver- 
fation, in which, to be fure, every 
thing is calculated to pleafe her. Be- 
fore, it was nothing but taunts, 
threats, and infults; whereas, every 
v/ord of the gallant, is fraught with 

complaifance, 
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to^p}4i%ice» praifet and adoration. 
Be§>rp,; fhe %as not treated eyen like 
4 w^oitnanv now, fhe fees herfelf ex- 
alted to a deity ; before, fhe was blunts 
iy told that fhe was a fool; now, fhe 
hears herfelf extolled for incomparable 
wit and fenfe ; to the hufband, fhe was 
an objeft of vain ridicule and dif- 
guft; the gallant is enraptured with 
her matchlefs beauties and accomplifh* 
mentsi thp hufliand. governs her like 
an imperious .tyrant; the gallant ap* 
proaches her with the ^we of a fub- 
fiiiffive flare. And though the enamo- 
ratOy <i£: a hufband, may aft the fame 
part as the other within his own walls» 
the wretched wife, unacquainted with 
tlus diflimulation, thinks there is as 
much difference between them, as 
bttwetn an angel and a brute. In the 

Q^ iwfband. 
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hirfband, Ihe fees a heart bridled 
with thorns, and in the gallant, a 
heart crowned with flowers. On one 
fide, fhe fees a chain of iron, on the 
other, a bfaclet of gold -, here flavery,^ 
there defpotifm-, with one a dungeon^ 
the other a throne. 

In fuch a fituation, how fliall the 
moft difcrete, the moft refolute woman 
aft? How refift t^to impulfes, di- 
refted to one and the fame end, one 
impelling her, the other gently draw- 
ing her ? Without the powerful fup- 
port of heaven, fall fhe muft; and if 
Ihe falls, who can deny, but that it 
was by the hand of her own hufband. 
Had he not treated her with contempt, 
all the blandifliments of the gallant, 
would not have prevailed againft: hen 

The 
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The rigour of the one, enfcirced the 
complaifance of the othen Sach^re 
the evils which frequently fpring from 
that mean opinion of the other feXj^ 
which married men fo often harbour 
and delight in exempUfying. Would 
thefe but throw afide fuch falfe max- 
ims, their wives would ipurn at every 
temptation to infidelity. God has en- 
joined afFeftion to the|jr> and that con- 
tempt and afFeftioa towards the fame 
objeft can ever dwell in one heart, 
is utterly irreconcileable, a contradic- 
tion; and thus to treat a wife with 
contempt, is a breach of the divine 
command, than which, words cannot 
cxprefs any thing more horrible* 

FINIS. 



